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4.4.6 Grazing Operational Control

Significant Aspect(s): Impacts of grazing use on TE&S animal species, TE&S plant species, water quality (water temperature), soils (compaction or increased erosion) and noxious weeds 

Grazing is an activity the Forest permits and controls that affects a large number of acres on the Colville, Okanogan and Wenatchee Forests.  Domestic livestock has the potential to affect streams, contribute to the spread of noxious weeds, and cause other environmental impacts.  Operational controls are designed to eliminate or minimize impacts.
Operational Control:

1. Incorporate new information regarding TE&S animal species, TE&S plant species, noxious weeds, soil impacts, and water quality in development of Annual Operating Instructions (AOI).

Responsible person:  Range Management Specialist
Step 1-1:  The Range Management Specialist incorporates information from existing NEPA documents and Allotment Management Plans into the AOI.  The Range Management Specialist will solicit input from appropriate resource specialists prior to developing the AOI.  Documentation of the request for information and specialist input will be kept in the Range Management Planning 2210 file.
2. Update permittee regarding any changes in the requirements in the Allotment Management Plan and/or Annual Operating Instructions.

Responsible person:  Range Management Specialist
Step 2-1: The Range Management Specialist or the Range Technician will meet at least annually with the permittees to develop the AOI and review any changes from the previous year.  The discussion will include grazing mitigations to reduce or eliminate impacts from noxious weeds, minimizing impacts to soils, water quality, TE&S animal and plant species, and other resources as appropriate.  The annual meeting will be documented in the Grazing and Livestock Use Permit System 2230 file kept on the Districts and/or the Supervisor’s Office.  Documentation for each meeting will include the names and affiliations of persons present, and the topics discussed.
3. Implement special treatments or mitigations.

Responsible person:  Range Management Specialist
Step 3-1:  Mitigation required to be implemented in the AOI or special treatments identified in the AOI will be implemented by the permittee or by the Forest Service in accordance with the AOI.  Additional treatments that were not anticipated to be needed at the time of AOI development may be implemented through the year in accordance with approved NEPA.
4.  Monitoring
Responsible person:  Range Management Specialist
Monitoring consists of gathering information about the implementation of the AOI.  
Implementation Monitoring
Responsible person:  Range Management Specialist

The purpose of implementation monitoring is to ensure that the permittees have complied with the AOI.  AOI are designed to prevent undesirable impacts to resources, including soils, water quality (temperature), TES plants and animals, or noxious weeds.

Step 4-1:  The permittee is responsible for identifying and self correcting non-conformance with the AOI.  

Step 4-2:  It is the responsibility of the Range Management Specialist to name all personnel qualified to conduct utilization and permit compliance monitoring in a letter located in the Range 2200 file and addressed to the District Ranger with an attachment describing range training and qualifications.  Where permittees are trained to conduct monitoring, the Range Management Specialist will document the names of qualified individuals in the Grazing and Livestock Use Permit 2230 file.

Step 4-3:  Permit compliance and utilization monitoring will occur on 25% of the pastures that contain riparian areas with occupied anadromous or bull trout habitat and 10% of the other pastures.  The R6-FS-2200-18 Allotment Inspection Diary will be used to conduct the monitoring at least once during the grazing season or more frequently as specified in the Annual Operating Instructions.  The End of Season Condition Monitoring Form (Greenline) (for PACFISH/INFISH pastures), the Multiple Indicator Method (Cowley-Burton System), or the Residual Stubble Height Method will be used to conduct monitoring at the end of the grazing season.  Completed forms will be added to the Range Management Planning 2210 file kept on the Districts.
Step 4-4:  Any new mitigation structures installed to manage livestock access will be checked at least once within one year of installation and the structure will be recorded in the INFRA database.
5.  Relay monitoring results to permittees as they become available.  Modify grazing permits and Annual Operating Instructions as necessary.

Responsible person:  Range Management Specialist

Step 5-1: Monitoring results will be shared with the permittee at least annually.  The Range Management Specialist will consider monitoring results in subsequent AOI.  Changes to the AOI will be documented in the District and Forest Grazing and Livestock Use Permit System 2230 files.

