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4.3.1 Significant Environmental Aspects 

The three-screen process resulted in identification of 13 significant environmental aspects.  These significant environmental aspects are taken into account in establishing, implementing and maintaining the EMS.  Each significant aspect and related impact is listed below, followed by a more specific description of the impact.
The significant environmental aspects are as follows:

1. Grazing use/Impacts to soil

· Moist soils and riparian areas are particularly prone to compaction and damage due to livestock trampling.  Grazing use in these areas can denude soils making them prone to erosion.
2. Grazing use/Impacts to water quality

· Removal of vegetation reduces shading along streams.  This reduction in shade increases water temperature and lowers the amount of dissolved oxygen in the water.
3. Grazing use/Impacts to noxious weeds

· Livestock can physically move noxious weed seeds or propogules if use patterns overlap with noxious weed populations or if noxious weeds are in the animals’ feed brought from off site.  Exposure of bare ground and compaction due to trampling can create habitat suitable for weed infestations.  Overuse by livestock can result in increases of ruderal species, including noxious weeds.
4. Grazing use/Impacts to TE&S animal species

· Direct impacts to TE&S animal species can result from trampling of spawning grounds and redds, as well as consumption and trampling of habitat.  Secondary impacts to habitat can also occur from sedimentation and down cutting of trampled and denuded streams.
5. Grazing use/Impacts to TE&S plants

· Many of the Forest’s TE&S plants occur in riparian and meadow environments.  Trampling and grazing can physically remove or damage them.  Changes to plant community structure and composition can create environmental conditions that do not support these plants.
6. Motorized vehicle use of management level 2-5 roads/Impacts to noxious weeds

· A noxious weed is any non-native plant that is highly aggressive, destructive, intrusive, competitive, or difficult to control.  The majority of noxious weeds found during surveys of the Forest have been identified along travel ways.  Along these travel corridors, there is very high potential for the spread of noxious weeds.
7. Mechanical vegetation treatments /Impact to soil

· Mechanical vegetation treatments involve the use of heavy machinery, which has a high potential for causing soil compaction, erosion, and exposure of bare ground.  Additionally, treatments often require the use of roads, landings, and heli-spots that, without proper controls, could lead to erosion and sedimentation of streams and creeks.  Similarly soils may be impacted by yarding of trees, piling of slash and other activities where vegetation is dragged across the ground by heavy equipment.

8. Mechanical vegetation treatments /Impact to water quality

· Removal of vegetation reduces shading along streams.  This reduction in shade increases water temperature and lowers the amount of dissolved oxygen in the water.
9. Mechanical vegetation treatments /Noxious weeds

· Heavy machinery and other vehicles may transport noxious weeds into the area or spread them from existing adjacent populations.  Other sources of noxious weeds are borrow pits, rock pits and other off site sources of materials brought to the project area during road and landing construction.
10. Mechanical vegetation treatments / Impacts to TE&S animal species

· Removal of canopy and other vegetation may unfavorably alter habitat conditions for some species.  Noise and presence could displace some threatened, endangered, and sensitive animal species.
11. Mechanical vegetation treatments / Impacts to TE&S plants

· Use of heavy machinery, movement of large woody debris, and post harvest treatments like slash piling may physically damage some TE&S plant populations, particularly ones in moist soil areas.  Also, removal of canopy may unfavorably alter habitat conditions for some species.
12. Mechanical vegetation treatments / Impacts to heritage resources

· Use of heavy machinery, movement of large woody debris, and post harvest treatments can physically damage heritage resources.
13. Mechanical vegetation treatments / Impacts to visual resources

· Mechanical vegetation treatments can alter the appearance of the stand.  Such impacts may violate the Forest visual quality standards.

