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4.3.1 Potential Environmental Impact Definitions

The following definitions were used in identification of significant environmental aspects and impacts.  
· 
· 
· 
· 
Key Definitions:

Environmental Aspect - element of an organization’s activities or products or services that can interact with the environment.

Environmental Impact - any change to the environment, whether adverse or beneficial, wholly or partially resulting from an organization’s environmental aspects.


















· 
· 
· 




Definitions of Potential Environmental Impacts 

The list of potential environmental impacts was identified by the EMS Development Team.

Air Quality – releases of particulates, fumes or gasses identified in the National Ambient Air Quality Standards and Washington State Air Quality Standards.
Water – changes in water temperature, pH, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, fecal coliform bacteria, or chemistry due to pollutants such as fertilizers, pesticides, and petroleum products, identified in the Federal Clean Water Act or Washington State Department of Ecology Surface Water Quality Standards
TE&S animals – changes to habitat for, or displacement or mortality of TE&S animals with emphasis given to impacts at the individual level
Focal animals- changes to habitat for, or displacement or mortality of focal animals with emphasis given to impacts at the population level
TE&S and special status plants, mosses, and bryophytes – physical damage to TE&S and special status plants, or changes to the habitat necessary to maintain them or their populations
Human health – physical harm or benefit to humans not participating in aspect implementation or monitoring
Heritage resources (also known as historic sites) – protection or removal of, or damage to, the physical remains of sites, structure, or objects used by humans in the past including historic, prehistoric, archaeological, or architectural
Soil –  compaction, erosion, exposure of bare ground or prevention of it
Consumption of non-renewable 
Natural Resources - use of noteworthy amounts of raw materials and natural resources, chemicals, water, etc.
Energy use – use of noteworthy amounts of fuel (such as coal, natural gas and fuel oil), and electricity.
Waste generation – generation and handling of noteworthy amounts of solid and hazardous wastes or other by-products.
Other – creates or prevents a noticeable odor, noise or change to Visual Quality Standard.
Noxious weeds – eradication or containment of noxious weeds, or spread of noxious weed populations into previously unoccupied areas or areas where noxious weeds have been previously eradicated.





















































The only official copy of this file will be the one on-line in the Colville National Forest website.  Before using a printed copy, verify that it is the most current version by checking the document issue date on the Colville NF intranet website, when available.

