Colville Resource Advisory Committee

Title II Project Recommendation Meeting

June 29, 2004

Meeting Called to Order:  9:15 a.m.

RAC Members Present:  Bart Haggin, Don Super, Russ Larson, Mike Hanson, Mike Blankenship, John Eminger, Joanne Hirabayashi, Sharon Sorby, Dean Fischer, Lloyd McGee, Margo Locke, Dave Weeman, Warren Frederickson, Tim Coleman, 

Others Present:  Rick Brazell, Amy Dillon, Diana Baxter, Fred Gonzalez, Margaret Hartzell, Dave Evans, Brett Winterowd, Trygue Culp, Jim Doran

Approve Minutes: (July 17, 2003):  Don Super motion to approve; Mike Hansen second; motion passes unanimously with provision to include in minutes the Curlew Net Pen project that missed project application deadline.  [The project was approved during RAC conference call and recommended to receive $19,800 in Title II funds after the July meeting.]

Introduction Title II Summary:  Mike Hanson

Welcome:  Rick Brazell, Colville National Forest Supervisor

Partnership Program:  Fred Gonzalez, Partnership Coordinator

Colville, Wenatchee and Okanogan National Forest Plan Revision Update:  Margaret Hartzell, Planning Team Leader

Colville Community Forestry Coalition:  Jim Doran

Project Discussions:

Pacific Northwest Trails Association: Trygue Culp: Copper Butte Hazard Tree Reduction and Trail Maintenance Project, Kettle Crest Trail [fire/wind blowdown]:

· After reviewing project proposal, suggestion made to contact legislators (by letter) asking for additional funding for trail maintenance.  RAC will compose a letter to Murray, Nethercutt encouraging more appropriated funding for maintenance because it is clearly lacking.  Some members believe this work should be done by the Forest Service as a part of its regular trail maintenance program RAC should beware of potential earmarks

· Letter should be worded appropriately

· Subcommittee to compose draft letter:  Don Super, Mike Hanson, Bart Hagen, John Eminger, Tim Coleman

· Signed by RAC chair

· RAC will review letter and address a communication strategy for legislators on July 29 meeting; 

Motion:  Write letter to Delegation to support trails, Tim Coleman; second:  Don Super; Vote: 11 yes, 2 no, 2 abstain

Break

Stevens County

Round Top Mountain Fuels Treatment (WUI) - $12,250 request

· Provides for “iterative” projects from which we can learn

· The requested funding is for planning, monitoring

· Some concerns about private property

· Concerns about “studying” fuels – there is a real need  for action

· What is the percent planning versus ground work: 75% contractual

· Partnerships are substantial in support for this project 

· Community Wildfire Protection Plan – implementation belongs to the Forest Service; this is a plan that will cover a variety of other fuel-reduction projects

South Fork Mill Creek Road Reconstruction - $40,170 request

· Extension of work done with Title II funding in previous years 
($39, 879 last year)

Hawkweed Biocontrol - $2,500 for 2005; $2,500 for 2006

· Biocontrol agent is under quarantine by APHIS at this time

· $2,500 provided past two years

· Funding will provide opportunities for Stevens County to become first release site

Stevens County Noxious Weed Control Board – Wedge - $10,000

· $10,000 provided in 2003-2004

· Cost share

· Flexible budget request that includes travel costs

Ferry County

Sherman Creek Restoration - $66,281

· Ferry County Commissioners support activities to occur downstream from the Growden Dam

· Commissioners oppose removing dam until after further study to determine historical value

· Reduced funding will result in proportionately less work

Quad-County and Colville Reservation Bio-control - $15,600

· Purpose: redistribution of bio-control agents and monitoring effectiveness 

· Received $15,000 in 2003

· Receive money from a variety of sources, including Colville Reservation

· Substantial field time spent collecting/moving agents

· Budget totals were not carried across

Pacific Northwest Trail Association - $36,736.37

· Objectives for removal of trees is not clear; effects of tree removal not determined

· Fears exist as to the extent of removal of trees (greater than what is necessary)

Jackknife WUI - $12,250

· Discussion about need for local or county-wide fuel/wildfire protection plans

· Forest Service will not implement project at this time (no projected date of implementation)

· Although all eligible projects cannot be “rated” by importance, some members believe this effort is important because lives/homes can be lost.

Lunch

Proposal:  Address Pend Oreille projects at July 29, 2004 meeting; group agrees

Administrative Fees:  John Eminger

· The RAC will consider administrative (overhead) fees on a case-by-case basis in project applications (cap at 12%).  It is up to the applicant to include overhead cost item in application budget.

Small Group Breakout Sessions:

Stevens County Projects:  (Includes Overhead) Total Amount Title II:  $115,185.56

	Project
	Request
	Group A-C

	Round Top
	12,250
	12,250

	South Fork Mill
	44,187
	44,187

	Hawkweed Bio
	2,750
	2,750

	Wedge
	10,000
	10,000


Ferry County Projects: Total Title II:  $92,597.37

	Project
	Request
	Group A
	Group B
	Group C

	Quad County Weed
	15,600
	15,600
	15,600
	15,600

	PNW Trail
	36,736.37
	36,736.37
	4,900
	36,736.37

	Jackknife WUI
	12,250
	8,250
	12,250
	--

	Sherman Creek Restoration
	60,000
	32,011
	60,000
	40,000


Group B:  Doesn’t agree that funding should be given to PNTA because work proposal is unclear as to the extent/impacts of removal of trees/logs to environment.  Will approve $4,900 contribution will help get PNW trail construction started; opposed to severe removal of trees and RAC would like to have more detailed information  on how hazard trees are to be removed.  Group would like to see FS complete with appropriated funds.

	Project
	Request
	Compromise

	Quad County Weed
	15,600
	15,600

	PNW Trail
	36,736.37
	20,000*

	Jackknife WUI
	12,250
	8,250**

	Sherman Creek Restoration
	60,000
	48,000***


*More than half of trail funded.

**All planning/monitoring and Forest Service costs removed; funding will help Ferry County make progress on County-wide wildfire protection plans; community/private contributions must also play an important role in establishing plans.

***Most of project is funded for removal and restoration of downstream impediments

First compromise vote didn’t pass.  2nd compromise vote did pass
Motion to accept compromise funding:  Motion:  Tim Coleman, Second:  Don Super (each group put to vote; passes each group); 

Motion to approve Ferry and Stevens Project applications

Delegation Letter Discussion:  Two members voted against (one subgroup opposed) and two abstained from vote because they disagree with the “message” it may deliver about the effectiveness of the RAC in funding projects.  Concerns were expressed about the validity of preparing the letter (process problem) with this opposition. 

Letter will be “crafted” for review by group at July 29, 2004.  Letter will be discussed during the meeting.  Decision will be made whether or not to send at the meeting.

John made a reminder to all members to resubmit applications for membership.

Meeting Adjourn:  4 p.m.

