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Spring Prescribed Burns to Begin on Colville National Forest

Colville, Washington—Provided moisture levels on the Colville National Forest are favorable and smoke dispersion conditions comply with Washington State smoke management direction, Colville National Forest fire managers could move forward with their spring prescribed burn treatment plans as soon as next week.  

The areas listed below were chosen for treatment on the basis of hazardous fuel reduction needs, ideal areas for wildlife forage improvements, preparation for tree planting, forest health initiatives such as re-introducing fire into the landscape’s ecosystem, or post timber harvest slash removal: 

Three Rivers Ranger District  

· 1,500 acres between Bangs Mountain and Lake Ellen (west of Lake Roosevelt). Portions of may be aerially ignited (with a helicopter). 

· 550 acres near Coyote Mountain, about 1 mile southwest of Hoodoo Canyon is planned for an aerial ignition.
· 120 acres near Deadman and Davis Lake has been prescribed for fire treatment in order to improve wildlife forage and reduce post timber harvesting slash.
· 600 acres in the Burnt Valley area east of Chewelah and 80 acres adjacent to the North Fork of Chewelah Creek.  
Newport and Sullivan Ranger Districts

· 200 acres near No Name Peak and six miles east of Usk

· 30 acres planned on the Gibraltar Ridge Prescribed Burn near Cee Cee Ah Creek about seven miles north of Usk, WA.

· 20 acres planned for the MultiGardin Taco Prescribed Burn near Tacoma Creek approximately seven miles northwest of Cusick, WA.

-MORE-
…..Newport and Sullivan Ranger Districts continues…….

· 88 acres in the Cascade Salvage Timber Sale Area near Lower Highline Road (FS #2212 Road).

· 110 acres in the Leadfoot Timber Sale Area and Slate Creek area (RS #3155 Road)
· 40 acres of the Dolomite Timber Sale Area near Slumber Creek (FS #3160 Road)
· 75 acres in the Z Slumber Timber Sale Area on the west side of Highway 31 near Crescent Lake
· 200 acres of Brown’s Lake Timber Sale near Brown’s Lake and two miles southwest of Tiger Junction 
· 200 acres near Jim Creek and 5 miles southeast of Ione have are planned for a Jim Creek Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) Burn, are listed for ground and aerial ignition to treat elk winter and summer range in partnership with RMEF.
The Republic Ranger District

· 1100 acres on Bamber Mountain are planned for aerial ignition for the
· 530 acres near  Swan Lake are scheduled for aerial and hand ignition
· 700 acres near Day Creek are planned for aerial ignition for hazardous fuels reduction

Treatment efforts will comply with the Washington Department of Ecology predicted smoke emissions and dispersion standards.  Ignitions would take place only when smoke dispersion conditions are favorable and in compliance with daily Washington State smoke management plan and the approved Forest Service burn plan. 
“Air quality is a major consideration as we begin to initiate these burns.  We make every effort to minimize the impacts of smoke on local communities,” stated Steve Rawlings, Fire Management Officer for the Colville National Forest.

To  learn about Prescribed Fire vs. Wildfire visit: http://www.smokeybear.com/good-bad.asp, and for more on these prescribed fires please contact your local Ranger District.  

-more-
	Three Rivers District
    
255 West 11th 
Kettle Falls, WA 99141 
509-738-7700 


	Newport Ranger District 
315 North Warren 
Newport, WA 99156 
509-447-7300 


	Sullivan Lake District 
12641 Sullivan Lake Road 
Metaline Falls, WA 99153 
509-446-7500 


	Republic Ranger District 
650 East Delaware Avenue 
Republic, WA 99166 
509-775-7400
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