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Forest Service Proposes Aspen Regeneration and Plantation Thinning Projects In 2009
The Newport and Sullivan Lake Ranger Districts of the Colville  FILLIN  (fill in the blank) \* MERGEFORMAT National Forest are proposing two projects to improve the health of the Forest and to increase the quality of habitat for wildlife.  The first project is focused on improving the heath of aspen stands on approximately 148 acres in the Styx Creek area.  The second project, will be to thin approximately 120 acres of an overcrowded pine tree plantation.  Both of these projects are located on National Forest System Lands north of Metaline Falls, Washington.
The aspen release project will restore and protect the stands of aspen that are within the area being evaluated.  The intent of this project would be to maintain the high quality nesting, foraging and other habitats aspen stands provide for wildlife on the forest.  Proposed treatments include commercial harvest of conifers, pre-commercial thinning, and slash burning.  The project is located in sections 9 and 16, T40N-R44E, north of Metaline Falls approximately ten miles.

The plantation thinning project will maintain growth and vigor in two plantations that are becoming overcrowded.  The proposed treatment would be to commercially thin these stands to reduce stand density and increase resistance to insects and diseases.  The project is located in sections 25 and 36, T40N-R43E and section 30, T40N-R44E, north of Metaline Falls approximately seven miles.
Public comments concerning these projects should be directed to the Newport and Sullivan Lake Ranger Districts in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act and 36 CFR215.2 (a).  Please forward your written comments and/or questions by March 31, 2009 to Mike Borysewicz at 509-446-7532, or Tom Link at 509-446-7527,  12641 Sullivan Lake Road, Metaline Falls, WA 99153.
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