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Forest Service Wilderness Collaboration Workshop Planned for November 22

The Colville National Forest will hold the last in a series of wilderness collaboration workshops on Saturday, November 22, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Stevens County Sheriff’s Ambulance Training Center, located at 425 N. Highway 395, Colville, WA. 

The final meeting will provide an opportunity to wrap up the collaboration process, and share what was heard from the public at the community workshops held in Cusick, Colville and Republic earlier this fall.  Other objectives for this final meeting include identifying proposed management direction that people can “live with” for some or all of the potential wilderness areas, and identifying the sticking points for those potential wilderness areas where there is not agreement.   

The meetings are open to all members of the public.  People who may not have attended any of the community workshops are encouraged to come at 8:30 a.m. for a quick overview of how we got to this point.  Participants are also encouraged to bring a sack lunch. 
The forest has been hosting a series of community workshops this fall to help the agency evaluate Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) within the Forest for their possible recommendation in the draft revised forest plan as potential wilderness.  Evaluation of IRAs is a required step in the forest plan revision process.   Plan revision does not designate Wilderness; it only identifies areas for potential recommendation and possible consideration by Congress.  Only Congress can make a final Wilderness designation. 

For additional information, including workshop meeting notes, information materials and addresses for submitting comments visit the Forest Plan Revision web page at www.fs.fed.us/r6/wenatchee/forest-plan. 
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