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Year Long National Study of Visitor Use on the Colville National Forest October 1, 2008- September 30, 2009
Forest Service and contract employees wearing bright orange vests will soon be collecting information from Colville National Forest visitors throughout the entire next year around developed recreation sites and along Forest Service roads.  The brightly dressed survey workers can be found near signs saying “Voluntary Recreation Use Survey Ahead,” and will be asking visitors about their recreation use on the National Forest.  The questions, designed for use in the National Visitor Use Monitoring survey, will be used in a national study affecting future Forest planning.   

The National Visitor Use Monitoring program performs surveys that collect data about visitors on National Forest System Lands. All national forests in the United States are sampled once every 5 years, with approximately one-fifth of the forests in each of nine regions sampled each year. The survey process for the Colville National Forest will begin on October 1, 2008 and end September 30, 2009.
Visitor surveys refer to where the Forest visitors recreated, how many people in their party, how long they stayed, what other recreation sites they visited, and how satisfied they were.  Survey responses remain nameless, with the basic interview lasting about six minutes. Alternating survey volunteers will be offered additional questions that could take another five minutes.  One in four survey volunteers will be offered an opportunity at a confidential survey on recreation dollars spent during their trip.  

-more-

dollars spent during their trip…continues…

Outdoor recreation has recently become a very important commodity of forests and in many situations given equal or higher priority than more traditional forest products. Dependable, accurate estimates of recreation use are increasingly critical in national, regional, and local forest-level decision-making and planning. 

The information gleaned from these surveys will be used to assess recreation benefits from forests and quantify the impacts on other forest resources and local economies. Although forest inventories have been developed for estimating the traditional timber values of forests, until recently no large scale, statistically based system has existed for estimating recreation use.

While the National Visitor Use Monitoring survey was designed for use on the national forests of the United States, the basic methodology is under study by several other Federal and State agencies in the United States that need quality estimates of visitation on recreation lands on which recreation sites are usually dispersed.

If you have any questions about this study you can visit their web site at http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/nvum or call Don English at 202-205-9595
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