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Colville National Forest 2008 Motor Vehicle Use Map Available

Colville, WA - With only a few months left before winter weather returns, it's a great time to visit and recreate on the Colville National Forest.  The Forest now has a new Motor Vehicle Use Map available, highlighting the roads and trails designated for motor vehicle use on the Colville National Forest.
"The Colville National Forest offers numerous motorized recreation opportunities, and understanding what routes are open and legal is crucial to a quality experience," said Acting Forest Supervisor Karen Mollander.  "We are happy to share the 2008 map and look forward to adapting it over the next several years with the help of the public," Mollander added.
Motor Vehicle Use Maps are free and available at the Republic, Newport, Sullivan Lake and Three-Rivers Ranger District offices or the Colville National Forest Supervisor's Office.  Maps are also available online at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/colville/travel-mgt/index.  The maps are presented in three parts - West, North-East, and South-East.  The maps only reflect the roads where vehicle use is permitted and reflects what type of motor vehicle is allowed and the season of use.  Enhancements on this year’s map include Township, Range, and Section lines so that maps can be more easily used in conjunction with other maps.  Motor vehicle use maps are free of charge, but don’t have all of the features many visitor need to plan their outings, such as campgrounds, trailheads and non-motorized trails.  
-MORE-

…non-motorized trails. Continues….

Colville National Forest visitor maps (with information on recreation sites and facilities)which have more information on recreation sites and other facilities can be purchased for $9.68 at the Republic, Newport, Sullivan Lake and Three-Rivers, Ranger District offices or the Colville National Forest Supervisor's Office. 
In 2005 the Travel Management Rule, required (National Forests) to close cross country travel and designate open roads, trails and areas open to motor vehicle use on a map.  Since then, the Colville National Forest reviewed designated routes, gathered extensive public input, and has published the map of available routes.  If there is a route that you would like to see added to the system, please bring it to the attention of your local District Ranger.  

The designated routes and related comments will be reviewed annually and considered for further analysis and possible additions to the system.
Many motorized users have expressed interest in roads that have been obliterated and closed with physical barriers.  Most, if not all, of these roads were temporary roads that were part of larger projects occurring in the area.  Once the projects were completed, the road was closed, obliterated, and taken out of the National Forest Route System.  No roads were obliterated or physically closed as part of the Travel Management Process that produced the Colville National Forest’s Motor Vehicle Use Map.

The map contains a brief overview and definitions, as well as operator responsibilities.  If a motor vehicle is operated on National Forest System lands off the designated route system on the map, the operator is subject to fines of up to $5,000 or imprisonment for up to 6 months or both.
Forest visitors are encouraged to help share the information regarding the new designated routes and to report illegal activity.  For more information on the Colville National Forest Motor Vehicle Use Map, please visit http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/colville/travel-mgt/index or call (509) 684-7000.
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