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Triple Falls Bridge to be Removed

HOOD RIVER, October 29, 2008 — The USDA Forest Service, Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area will remove the Triple Falls Bridge on the popular Oneonta
Trail (#424) on November 3, 2008. The Forest Service plans to replace the bridge during
the spring of 2009. The Oneonta Trail from the Oneonta Trailhead along the Historic
Columbia River Highway (HCRH) to the Triple Falls overlook will remain open. Access
via Larch Mountain and the Horsetail Creek trail (#425) to the Oneonta Trailhead will be
restricted with the bridge removal.

“The removal of the bridge is necessary, because the wood superstructure is in poor
condition due to advanced rot. However we are planning to replace the bridge this
spring,” said Dan Harkenrider, Area Manager for the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic Area. Over the last several years the Forest Service has been monitoring the
advancement of rot in bridge superstructure. Two years ago temporary supports were
added to maintain safe access over the bridge, but now the rot has advanced to the point
that it is no longer safe to allow public access. The Triple Falls bridge is located
approximately 1.7 miles from the HCRH on the Oneonta Trail (#424), just above Triple
Falls.

For more information on the trail conditions in the Columbia Gorge River Gorge

National Scenic Area visit www.{s.fed.us/r6/columbia.
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