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Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Removing Abandoned Forest Service Structures
HOOD RIVER, July 3, 2008 – During the week of July 7th, 2008, the USDA Forest Service, Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area will begin removing several abandoned Forest Service owned structures in the Wyeth Bench and Major Creek areas.  
Three buildings will be removed in the Wyeth Bench area, 4 miles east of Cascade Locks, OR.  The Forest Service acquired the land with improvements in the 1980s.  From late 1980s through 2000 the existing house and garage structure housed an alterative community corrections crew, through a partnership with Multnomah County Corrections and the Forest Service.  The program provided inmates an alternative to incarceration by serving on a work crew.  The crews performed a variety of work including recreation/trail maintenance, thinning and invasive weed removal as well as community service activities.  The “hosted” program at the Wyeth facilities was dropped due to budget constraints.  The facilities have remained vacant since.
One house will be removed near Major Creek, 4 miles west of Lyle WA.  The land and improvements were acquired by the Forest Service in 2003.  

“Removal of these facilities is necessary, since the buildings are no longer serviceable or compatible with our long term goals for the area.  Many parcels acquired in the National Scenic Area were for the purpose of protecting and/or enhancing the natural, scenic, cultural or recreation resources,” said Dan Harkenrider, Area Manager for the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area.  The building sites and surrounding areas will be naturalized after the facilities are removed.  All the facilities have been evaluated and cleared for removal by both Oregon and Washington the State Historic Preservation Offices (determined to not have historic significance).  They have also been cleared by the General Services Administration for removal.  For more information please contact Greg Cox (541-308-1732) or Stan Hinatsu (541-308-1708) or visit www.fs.fed.us/r6/columbia.  
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