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The Forest Service would like to utilize email to notify interested parties of the Gorge Views.  If you would like to receive this publication by email, please send your email address to Virginia Kelly at vkelly@fs.fed.us.  Thank you.

NOTIFICATION: Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record on this proposed action and will be available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who only submit anonymous comments will not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR Part 215.  Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality.  Persons requesting such confidentiality should be aware that, under the FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets.  The Forest Service will inform the requester of the agency's decision regarding the request for confidentiality, and where the request is denied, the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the comments may be resubmitted with or without name and address within a specified time frame.

New Project Proposals

Wyeth House Removal, Multnomah County, Oregon, T2N, R8E, Section 2, W.M.

Remove the Wyeth house, bunkhouse and shower house.  The Wyeth site housed the Multnomah County special projects crew for many years.  This county program stopped operation at the Wyeth house in June 2004.  The Forest Service proposes to remove the buildings in summer 2005 if no other appropriate use of the buildings has been proposed by that time.  The structures were determined to be not historically significant by the Oregon State Preservation Officer.  

Status: The Decision Memo/Consistency Determination process is scheduled to begin in spring/summer 2005.  

Contact: Allen Morrissette at (541) 308-1722 or amorrissette@fs.fed.us.

###
Culvert Replacement, Kueffler Road and Road 1854262, Skamania County, Washington. T2N, R6E, Sections 9, 10, 14, 15, and 29, W.M.

Replace three existing culverts on Woodard Creek and its tributaries in the Kueffler Road area to allow fish passage.  Replace one existing culvert on an unnamed drainage in Section 29 to pass a 100-year flow.   

Status: The Decision Memo/Consistency Determination process is scheduled to begin in August 2004.  

Contact: Allen Morrissette at (541) 308-1722 or amorrissette@fs.fed.us.

###
Close all National Forest System Lands in the Major Creek/Catherine Creek and Burdoin Mountain areas to Off-Road/Trail Motor Vehicle Use, Klickitat County, Washington, T3N, R11E, Sections 1,2,3,10-15, 23-28,33-35; T4N, R11E, Sections 34,36; T4N, R12E, Sections 30,31,36 and T3N, R12E, Sections 7,18,19,30,31,32, W.M.
The Forest Service instituted an off-road motor vehicle closure in the Catherine Creek area in 1993.  Since that time, the Forest Service has acquired a substantial amount of property in the Major Creek/Catherine Creek and Burdoin Mountain areas. The Forest Service proposes to close all National Forest System lands in the Major Creek/Catherine Creek and Burdoin Mountain areas to off-road/trail motor vehicle use to protect sensitive resources.
The Spring 2004 proposal to close all National Forest System lands in the CRGNSA to off-road motor vehicle use has been postponed while nation-wide off-road motor vehicle draft policy is under consideration.  

Status:  Scoping in Fall 2004. 

Contact:  Kim Titus at (541) 308-1704 or ktitus@fs.fed.us.

###
Greenleaf Creek Restoration, Skamania County, Oregon, T2N, R7E, Section 16, W.M.

Two unauthorized trenches were constructed and a two-acre wetland filled in adjacent to Greenleaf Creek sometime during 2001 without the permission of the Forest Service.  Proposed restoration would refill one trench with the adjacent excavated material.  The wetland would be re-excavated and the material used to fill in the other trench adjacent to the wetland.  Approximately 1800’ of road would be water barred and a closure device will be placed at the entrance.  Native vegetation would be planted after ground disturbing activities have been completed.  

Status:  A Decision Memo/Consistency Determination was completed in July 2004. 

Contact:  Mark Kreiter at (541) 308-1744 or mkreiter@fs.fed.us.

###
Temporary-Use Permit on Forest Service Road 1852147 for the Purpose of Timber Haul, Skamania County, Washington, T1N, R5E, Section 2 Taxlots 101, 200 and 300, W.M.
Representatives for the Sirrah Corporation and the Harris Family Trust proposed to maintain 700 feet of Forest Service Road #1852147 to accommodate log truck traffic and associated large equipment such as tractors and log loaders.  Maintenance will consist of brushing salmonberry and alder to a maximum width of 13 feet in some places, with an average of 8-10 feet, and scattering slash materials down slope outside the roadway and away from drainages.  During log haul, limited sections of the road surface may be bladed to repair any wheel ruts that develop.

Status: A Decision Memo/Consistency Determination was completed in July 2004. 

Contact: Allen Morrissette at (541) 308-1722 or amorrissette@fs.fed.us.

###
Klickitat River One Year Special Use Permit, Klickitat County, Washington, River Mile 10 (T4N, R13E, Section 33) to River Mile 5 (T3N, R13E, section 18), W.M.
Issue an outfitter/guide one-year special use permit for the Kayak Shed to hold kayak instruction/lessons on the Klickitat River, from River mile 10 (near Pitt) to river mile 5.  Project is within the Lower Klickitat Wild and Scenic River corridor, and outside of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area.  
Status: A permit was issued in July 2004.

Contact: Sue Baker at (541) 308-1729 or sbaker04@fs.fed.us.

###
Previous Project Proposals

Remove Small Conifers at Upper Catherine Creek, Klickitat County, Washington, T3N, R11E, Sections 13 and 14, W.M.

Remove small conifers (less than 3” dbh) in patches over approximately 175 acres designated Special Management Area (SMA) Forest and Open Space.  The project area has been expanded from the initial proposal of 65 acres designated SMA Forest.  Small conifer trees thickly encroach on oak habitat on the former Allen property in the upper Catherine Creek area.  
Status:  A Decision Memo/Consistency Determination is scheduled for late Summer 2004. 

Contact:  Virginia Kelly at 541-308-1720 or vkelly@fs.fed.us.

###
Re-issuance existing Special-Use Permits for Native Hay Harvest, and Livestock Pasture Areas within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area.

Re-issue existing permits for Native Hay Harvest and Livestock Pasture areas on existing parcels that have been historically used for pasture and hay cutting previously by adjacent landowners and interested community members.  The need to re-issue these permits is to maintain the designated Agricultural lands with a landscape setting of pastoral.  The proposed uses would assist the Forest Service in the management of these parcels by fire hazard reduction, control of blackberries and noxious weeds, and maintaining continued agricultural uses.  

Status:  Project analysis underway.

Contact:  Charlotte Kiser at (541) 308-1712 or ckiser@fs.fed.us
###
Priority Special-Use Permit Authorization Renewals Reissuing for Outfitting/ Guiding on the Wild and Scenic portions of the Lower White Salmon and Lower Klickitat Rivers, Skamania and Klickitat Counties, Washington.
Reissue priority special-use permits for outfitting/guiding on the Wild and Scenic portions of the Lower White Salmon and Lower Klickitat rivers.  

Status: Initial scoping is complete, data gathering is underway. 

Contact: Sue Baker at (541) 308-1729 or sbaker04@fs.fed.us.

###
Dog Mountain Trailhead, proposed redesign of existing trailhead in Washington State, Skamania County, T3N, R9E, Sec 32, W.M.

Redesign and reconstruction of the existing Dog Mountain trailhead facility.  This development would allow up to 75 parking spaces in order to gain consistency with the area’s Recreation Intensity Class (RIC) of 3, and have one point of entry and exit to comply with Washington State Department of Transportation regulations. 

Status:  Alternatives are under development.
Contact: Sue Baker at (541) 308-1729 or sbaker04@fs.fed.us.

###
Acquired Property Structures, Oregon State: Multnomah and Wasco Counties; Washington State: Clark, Skamania, and Klickitat Counties. 

The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area has acquired property structures in need of final disposition.  The structures vary in type of construction, size, number and condition for each property, but they typically consist of a house and outbuildings.  It is anticipated that the process of determining the disposition of property structures will be ongoing as the acquisition of properties is ongoing.  Each typical round of analysis in this process will involve the structures on three or four acquired properties. 

Status:  Two Decision Memos/Consistency Determinations were issued in June and July 2004.  No other structure removal proposals are currently underway. 

Contact:  Allen Morrissette at (541) 308-1722 or amorrissette@fs.fed.us.

###

Washington SR14 Scenic Enhancement Projects, Skamania and Klickitat Counties, Washington. T1N, R5E, Sections 9 and 10; and T3N, R12E, Section 34, W.M.

Remove brush and trees along a one-mile section of Washington State Route 14 near Cape Horn in Skamania County to improve the view of the Columbia River and Multnomah Falls for State Route 14 users.  Enhance, through grading and planting, the junction of SR 14 and Old Road 8, just west of Lyle in Klickitat County.  These projects require NEPA and a Consistency Review since federal funds are involved.  

Status:  A Decision Memo/Consistency Determination was completed for the Cape Horn project in May 2004.  The Forest Service is scheduled to submit an application to the Columbia River Gorge Commission for the Lyle project in Summer 2004 (this project is on Washington State lands). 

Contact:  Diana Ross at (541) 308-1716 or dlross@fs.fed.us.

###
Multnomah Falls Lodge Fire Protection System, Multnomah County, Oregon, T1N, R6E, Section 7, W.M.

Replace the existing 35,000 gallon steel water tank with new 48,000 gallon steel water tank of the same diameter, on the same foundation, and 8 feet taller in height, to supply more water for fire suppression.  (The option to build a second tank on the slope was dropped).  The existing fire suppression system at Multnomah Falls Lodge no longer supplies adequate water to meet current requirements for property insurability.  

Status:  A Decision Memo/Consistency Determination was completed in July 2004. 

Contact:  Allen Morrissette at (541) 308-1722 or amorrissette@fs.fed.us.

###
Sandy River Delta Bank Stabilization, Multnomah County, Oregon.

Stabilize an eroding bank by methods such as willow planting, and placement of coir logs and brush.

Status:  A Decision Memo/Consistency Determination was completed in May 2004, and the project has been implemented.   

Contact:  Mark Kreiter at (541) 308-1744 or mkreiter@fs.fed.us.

###
Trail Reconstruction, Oregon: Multnomah County

Oneonta Trail: T1N, R6E, Sections 9,15,16,21,22,27,28 & 33, W.M.

Franklin Trail: T1N, R6E, Sections 16, 17, & 21, W.M.

Horsetail Falls Trail: T1N, R6E, Section 9, W.M.

Proposed reconstruction of portions of three (3) trails; # 424 Oneonta, # 427, Franklin, and # 438 Horsetail Falls.  Proposed actions include tread repair and stabilization. 

Status: A Decision Memo/Consistency Determination was completed in July 2004 and the project will be completed in August 2004.

Contact: Sue Baker at (541) 308-1729or sbaker04@fs.fed.us or Eden Lira at (541) 308-1727 or elira@fs.fed.us.
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