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Goats to Control Blackberries at Sandy River Delta
Temporarily Limiting Access

HOOD RIVER – The USDA Forest Service, in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will be introducing 400 to 600 domestic goats to remove blackberries and other unwanted vegetation on approximately 50 acres at the Sandy River Delta.  The goats, along with their herders and dogs, will begin their mission after April 3, and will continue their efforts for the next six to eight weeks.  The goats are needed to help remove Himalayan blackberries, a non-native, invasive species.  The area treated for blackberry removal will be replanted in the future with native vegetation.
The immediate area where the goats will be working will be closed to public entry for the duration of the project.  A temporary fence will be installed for public safety to separate site users from the large number of animals and the herd dogs that will be on site.  The closure area is located on the very northwestern tip of the property, adjacent to the Sandy and Columbia River (see attached closure map).  The closed area includes all National Forest System lands west of the gas pipeline easement road.
The Sandy River Delta is located in the western edge of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, adjacent to the Sandy River.  The 1,400 acre site has become a popular destination for dispersed recreation use.  The Forest Service purchased the property in 1991 with the intent of restoring the natural ecosystem and providing developed and dispersed recreation opportunities.  Many vegetative, wetland, and wildlife improvements have been made over the past several years.  The Forest Service plans to continue their natural restoration effort along with plans for future recreation improvements.
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The U.S. Forest Service has temporarily closed to all public-use the fenced area west of the red line (gas pipeline easement road).  Hundreds of domestic goats will eat blackberries between April and June 2006.  Thank you for your patience while our partner, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, tries an "organic" blackberry removal method.
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