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Dear Interested Party: 

The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (CRGNSA) will be completing an environmental 
assessment and making a determination of federal consistency with the CRGNSA Management Plan for 
Project CD-06-14-S, the Catherine Forest Restoration Project.   
 
The project proposes several actions to achieve the objectives of improving fire resiliency and the 
reintroduction of fire as an integral part of habitat restoration in Klickitat County near Catherine Creek 
and on Burdoin Mountain: 
 

1) Thinning from below on approximately 1000 acres in the Catherine Creek planning area followed 
by underburning.  Trees thinned will be <21” DBH (diameter at breast height) for Douglas-fir and 
< 10” for Oregon oak. 

2) The proposed action calls for no mechanical thinning on steep slopes, riparian buffers, and in the 
oak-pine woodlands (which do not require it).  Therefore, approximately 1800 acres will be 
thinned from below-- removing trees < 8-10” DBH followed by hand-piling of slash and pile 
burning. 

3) Releasing of overtopped oak and large, legacy ponderosa pine trees by removing trees around 
them on approximately 500 acres in the Catherine Creek planning area. 

4) Creation of a prescribed underburning schedule for thinned tree stands and areas where fire can 
be reintroduced without thinning in the Catherine Creek planning area, and on Burdoin Mt.  
Approximately 1300 acres are proposed for underburning only. 

5) Creation of snags where they are below requirements of the CRGNSA Management Plan in the 
Catherine Creek planning area. 

 
The project description can be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/columbia/forest/projects, then, Catherine 
Forest Restoration.  The project description is the result of a collaborative effort the Forest Service 
participated in with the following interested individuals, organizations, and agencies: 

1. 3 Private landowners or interested parties  
2. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
3. Friends of the Columbia Gorge 
4. Gifford Pinchot Task Force 
5. Oregon Natural Resources Council 

 

We are requesting any comments you may have regarding the project by October 18, 2006. Comments 
received by that date will be taken into consideration in the environmental assessment regarding 
alternative design, consideration of appropriate mitigation measures and the conditions required for 
consistency with the CRGNSA Management Plan.  Please mail comments to me at the above address.   
 
If you have any questions about this project, or would like a hard copy of the proposal, please contact me 
at the above address or at (541) 308-1716.  My e-mail address is dlross@fs.fed.us.  If you have an e-mail 
address, please let me know with an e-mail message.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

/s/ Diana L. Ross  
   
DIANA L. ROSS   
Landscape Architect, Vegetation Team Leader   



 

 

 


