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   541-308-1702
Scenic Area Gets New Natural Resources, Recreation and
Administrative Staff Officer
HOOD RIVER - The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, USDA Forest Service will get a new natural resources, recreation and administrative staff officer.  Greg Cox, who served as District Ranger at Wind River and Mt. Adams between 1992 and 2003, has been selected to serve as the new staff officer for the Forest Service’s office in Hood River, Ore.

“Greg comes to us with 26 years of Forest Service knowledge and experience,” said Dan Harkenrider, Scenic Area Manager.  “He is very familiar with the mission and challenges of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, has solid community connections on the Washington side of the river, and will be an important asset to our organization,” Harkenrider said.

Cox comes to the Scenic Area from his current position as the Recreation Staff Officer on the Gifford Pinchot National Forest in Vancouver, Wash.  Cox has worked as a Forester for International Paper Company in 1976, and joined the Forest Service in 1980 as the Forest Economist for the Siuslaw National Forest.  He’s also served as the Forest Planner on the Siskiyou National Forest in southwest Oregon, and moved to Vancouver, Wash. as the Lands and Planning Staff Officer for the Gifford Pinchot National Forest in 1987.  In 2003, Cox was recruited to work on a special assignment to implement a strategic plan to improve financial stability at Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument.
At the National Scenic Area office, Cox will oversee natural resource and recreation programs including wildlife, fisheries, hydrology, botany, archeology, engineering, facilities, trails, and planning.  In addition, he will also be responsible for the unit’s administrative functions and programs for personnel, budget, finance, and contracting.

According to Greg, “maintaining a balance between work, family, and fun is important to his well-being.”  Cox and his wife Jinnell have six daughters and six grandchildren.  They are members of Backcountry Horsemen, and enjoy boating and fishing on the Columbia River.  He is also a commissioner for East County Fire and Rescue, and any remaining leisure time is spent reading, gardening, elk-hunting, and tending to the farm.
Cox replaces Kim Titus who recently accepted a position with the Bureau of Land Management’s State Office in Portland, Ore as their branch chief of planning.  Cox’s reporting date is February 20.
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Editors Note:  A digital picture of Greg Cox is attached for your consideration and use.

