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Multnomah Falls Lodge and Site Temporarily
Closed during Water Tank Replacement
HOOD RIVER, Oct. 18 – Multnomah Falls Lodge, the area between Wahkeena Day Use Park to the east of Multnomah Creek, adjacent hiking trails, and the Historic Columbia River Highway will close temporarily on Thursday, October 27, while workers replace a 35,000 gallon water storage tank used for fire protection and domestic water supply.  The lodge, site, trails, and road closures are necessary to ensure public safety, when workers replace the outdated water tank using a heavy lift helicopter.

The new, larger 48,000 gallon replacement tank will be flown in by a Boeing Vertol 107 helicopter in three sections.  Multnomah Falls Lodge will be closed during the flight operation and all personnel will be evacuated to the Interstate 84 parking lot north of the Union Pacific rail line.  In addition, the Historic Columbia River Highway will be closed intermittently during the helicopter flight operation.  Drivers on the Historic Highway can expect delays up to 20 minutes.
Replacing the water tank will update the Multnomah Falls Lodge fire sprinkler system to meet current requirements for property insurability.  The previous 35,000 gallon tank did not have enough capacity to provide both domestic water and fire suppression flow.  The 48,000 gallon replacement tank will now have a minimum of 26,100 gallons for dedicated fire storage.  The remaining 21,900 gallons will be for domestic use for Multnomah Falls Lodge, Wahkeena Day Use Area, and Benson State Park.  The current tank is currently being demolished on-site, while the replacement tank is being assembled and prepared at the former Bridal Veil mill site.  The cost to replace the water tank, and provide temporary domestic water during the replacement, is estimated at $445,000 
Temporary closure of the Larch Mountain, Wahkeena, Angles Rest, Gorge 400, Horsetail and Oneonta Trails will also be implemented prior to the helicopter operation to keep unaware hikers from entering the area.  The operation is expected to be completed by late morning, and Multnomah Falls Lodge, hiking trails, and the Historic Columbia River Highway will reopen at that time,
-30-

Editors Note:  If you plan to film this operation either from the air or on the ground, please contact Mike Ferris in advance (541-308-1702), so we can plan for and provide a safe location for filming and news coverage.  All aircraft must fly above 3,000 feet during tank replacement and air operations.  In the event of inclement weather, the water tank replacement operation will be rescheduled.
