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Dear Interested Citizen: 

The Lookout Mountain Ranger District of the Ochoco National Forest is proposing to reconstruct 
and improve the Walton Lake Campground.  This campground is very popular with the public 
recreating on the Ochoco National Forest.  Recently, funding for site improvements has become 
available to a limited number of recreation facilities, including Walton Lake Campground. 
 
The intent of the Walton Lake Campground Improvement project is to provide a safe, enjoyable 
recreation experience, while maintaining the natural character of the area.  The project analysis 
will focus on the southwest portion of Walton Lake Campground, where improvements and 
upgrades to existing infrastructure are proposed.  The project is located in T13S, R20E, Sec. 21, 
SW of NE; please refer to the enclosed project area map.  
 
Proposed Action 
The following activities are proposed: 
 
Roads  

• Widen main entrance corridor to standard double lane for two way traffic and for public 
safety.   

• Establish a formal intersection where the loop road intersects the entrance road before 
leading down to the parking lot and provide for a safer pull-off for garbage and recycling 
center.   

• Make the road serving sites #6 thru #15 one-way and widen narrow turns.   
• Orient all campsite parking pads for one-way access/egress.   
• Make the outer loop road encircling the lake one-way (counter-clockwise). 

 
Parking lot 

• Level the boat launch parking lot and taper the entrance road to improve access and 
American Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance. 

 
Campsite improvements

• Add the following improvements to sites #1 thru #15 and both small and large group 
sites: 

o new concrete picnic tables,  



 

o ADA fire rings,  
o reorient paved parking spurs for one way access/egress,  
o new waste water dumping stations to replace exhausted current stations. 

• Combine sites #6 and #7 to create one campsite  
• Create a new campsite adjacent to toilet, and include ADA parking and site features.   
• Improve parking and replace wooden railing with barrier rock at small and large group 

sites.   
• Improve tread on and harden walking paths from the group sites.   
• Remove sites #16, #18 and #19 and allow the sites to return to a natural condition. 

 
Miscellaneous 

• Separate the fee payment station/information kiosk from garbage/recycling location. 
• Replace existing hand pump with potable water station. 
• Add appropriate signing for one-way routes, parking, and campsites. 

 
Management Area Direction 
 
The proposed action has been designed to be consistent with the Ochoco National Forest Land 
and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan).  The campground occurs within Forest Plan land 
allocation MA-F13, Developed Recreation.  The desired condition for the Developed Recreation 
allocation is a natural-appearing area with obvious man-made controls and structures to direct 
users, provide for comfort and sanitation, and protect the natural resources while providing a 
variety of outdoor recreational opportunities.  In addition, there is a Category 3 Riparian Habitat 
Conservation Area surrounding Walton Lake.  This area is subject to the interim direction 
provided by the Inland Native Fish Strategy (aka INFISH), which amended the Ochoco Forest 
Plan.     
 
Invitation to Comment 
 
I am inviting your comments on this proposal.  Your comments will be used to help us determine 
if the proposed project is appropriate to implement as described or if alternate activities should 
be considered.  Your comments would be most useful if received on or before March 13, 2009.  
Your comments can be mailed to Bill Queen, District Ranger, at 3160 NE Third Street, 
Prineville, OR 97754, or can be e-mailed to comments-pacificnorthwest-ochoco@fs.fed.us 
 
Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who 
comment, will be considered part of the public record on this proposed action and will be 
available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and 
considered.  Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency to 
withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) permits such confidentiality.  Request for confidentiality may be granted only in limited 
circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets.  The Forest Service will inform the requester of 
the agency's decision regarding the request for confidentiality; and, where the request is denied, 
the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the comments may be re-
submitted with or without name and address within 10 days. 
 

 



 

For more information, contact Kent Koeller, Project Leader, at 3160 NE Third Street, Prineville, 
OR 97754, via telephone at 541-416-6500, or by email at kkoeller@fs.fed.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ William R. Queen 
William R. Queen 
District Ranger 
 
Enclosures 
 
 

 
    

 


