USIDA United States Forest Ochoco National Forest 3160 NE 3" Street
ﬁ Department of Service Lookout Mountain Ranger Prineville, OR 97754
Agriculture District (541) 416-6500

File Code: 1950
Date: February 12, 2009

Dear Interested Citizen:

The Lookout Mountain Ranger District of the Ochoco National Forest is proposing to conduct a
variety of fuels and vegetation management activities in the 31,500-acre Canyon project area,
which is approximately 20 miles east of Prineville, Oregon. The project area includes National
Forest System lands in the Upper Ochoco Creek Watershed. At this time, the project’s planning
team anticipates preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) and documenting the
decision with a Record of Decision (ROD).

The Project’s Purpose

The Lookout Mountain Ranger District has determined that there is a need for fuels and
vegetation management activities in the project area by comparing the existing condition to the
desired conditions described in the Ochoco National Forest Land and Resource Management
Plan. The existing condition of the Upper Ochoco Creek Watershed was evaluated in 2004 and
documented in the Upper Ochoco Creek Watershed Analysis. Generally speaking, the
Watershed Analysis determined that vegetation conditions in the watershed have departed from
the historic condition in several ways. Important departures include changes in timber species
compositions, a reduction in single-stratum late and old structured forest, an increased risk of
large-scale loss of forest to wildfire, an increased risk of insect infestation and/or disease that can
impact timber stands, and a decline in the condition of riparian vegetation.

The purpose and need for this proposal is to (1) maintain and increase the abundance of late and
old structure (LOS) stands; (2) reduce fuels and the potential for high-intensity wildfires; (3)
maintain conditions that currently support low-intensity fires; (4) reduce the susceptibility of the
landscape to large-scale infestation by insects and disease; (5) enhance hardwood communities,
such as aspen and cottonwood; (6) increase riparian vegetation and large tree structure in
Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas (RHCAS); and (7) increase early-seral species composition.

The Canyon project area is being evaluated by an interdisciplinary team of resource specialists.
The planning team has developed a proposed action that includes thinning late-successional
stands to reduce understory, retain large trees, and reduce density where necessary to improve
the vigor and growth rates of retained trees; underburning to reduce the potential for high-
intensity wildfire and maintain low-risk conditions where they exist; improving the condition of
riparian vegetation; and treating activity-generated fuels.
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The Proposed Action
The following activities are included in the proposed action for the Canyon project area. Please
refer to the enclosed map for locations of activities.

Proposed Activities Acres
Commercial thinning, with follow-up precommercial thinning and/or
slash treatment 4,859
Precommercial thinning, with slash treatment 5,494
Juniper cutting, with slash treatment 1,397
Hardwood and riparian vegetation treatment 236
Underburning with no other treatment 1,989
Total 13,974
Implementation of the proposed action would require the following connected actions.
Connected Action Quantity
Headcut repair/creek channel reestablishment/large woody debris
placement 5 locations
Road construction 19.5 miles
New road 8.2 miles
Temporary road 3.6 miles
Temporary road on existing disturbance 7.7 miles
Road reconstruction 13.2 miles

Preliminary Issues

The project’s interdisciplinary team has developed a list of preliminary issues that will be used
during the analysis of effects. These issues include the effects of the proposed action on wildlife
habitat, water quality, fish habitat, visual quality, and recreational use. In addition, the team will
analyze the cumulative effects of this proposed action where it overlaps with the effects of other
activities.

Your Participation

I am inviting your comments on this proposal. Your comments will be used to help us determine
if these proposed activities are appropriate to implement or if alternate activities should be
considered. Your comments would be most useful if they are focused specifically on issues
pertaining to the proposed action and environmental consequences of the proposed action. Your
comments can be mailed to the address listed below or sent via e-mail to comments-
pacificnorthwest-ochoco@fs.fed.us. Comments on this proposed action should be received by
the Lookout Mountain Ranger District within 30 days after the publication of the Notice of Intent
to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register; we anticipate publication to occur on or around
February 20, 2009.

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who
comment, will be considered part of the public record on this Proposed Action and will be
available for public inspection. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and
considered. Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27 (d), any person may request the agency to
withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information
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(FOIA) permits such confidentiality. Request for confidentiality may be granted in only very
limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets. The Forest Service will inform the
requester of the agency’s decision regarding the request for confidentiality; and, where the
request is denied, the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the
comments may be re-submitted with or without name and address within 10 days.

For further information, contact Rob Rawlings, Project Leader or Marcy Boehme, Environmental
Coordinator at 3160 NE Third Street, Prineville, OR 97754, via telephone at 541-416-6500, or
by email at rrawlings@fs.fed.us or mboehme@fs.fed.us.

Sincerely,

/s/William R. Queen
WILLIAM R. QUEEN
District Ranger
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