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Greetings! 

I am pleased to announce the release of the South Bend Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for a 30-day Objection Period.  This project was designed under 
the authority of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003, and was developed through a 
collaborative process with at-risk communities, organizations, individuals, and other agencies.  I 
appreciate the involvement of those that participated in this project and look forward to 
beginning implementation.  This project will help reduce the fire risk to structures and 
developments and improve public safety.   
 
For those that previously requested a copy or provided comments during our scoping process, a 
copy of the EA is included with this mailing.  For others, you may access an electronic version at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/projects/units/bendrock/index.shtml  on the Deschutes 
National Forest website.  If you would like a hard copy, you may request one from the Bend-Fort 
Rock Ranger District (see phone numbers below). 
 
Purpose and Need for Action:  The project is located within the Bend/Fort Rock Ranger 
District of the Deschutes National Forest and, more specifically, within the Greater Bend 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan designated boundary.  This project is designed to reduce 
wildland fire risk to the area adjacent to the southern urban growth boundary of Bend and the 
associated developments; provide defensible space adjacent to access and escape routes; and 
reduce wildland fire risk to present and future forest values.  This would be accomplished by 
reducing the hazardous fuels that contribute to the high risk of high intensity wildfire, while 
improving sustainability of stands to withstand fire, and increasing firefighter safety.  The project 
will reduce fuels on 3,021 gross treatment acres (refer to Tables on page 3) through thinning, 
mowing, pruning, hand piling and underburning. 
 
Filing an Objection:  This EA is subject to objection pursuant to 36 CFR 218, Subpart A.  This 
project is not subject to the notice, comment, and appeal procedures found at 36 CFR 215.  
Objection to this EA must be in writing and must be fully consistent with 36 CFR 218.7.  The 
objector must provide sufficient narrative description of those aspects of this proposed project 
addressed by the objection, specific issues and suggested remedies to resolve the objection.  
Documents cannot be incorporated by reference.  At a minimum the objection must include the 
objector’s name and address, with telephone number if available, a signature or other verification 
of authorship, identification of a lead objector if multiple names are listed on the objection, and 
the name of the project being objected to, the name and title of the responsible official, Forest 
and Ranger District on which the project will be implemented.   
 
The objection must be postmarked, hand delivered, or faxed to the reviewing officer: John Allen, 
Forest Supervisor, Attention: Objections, 1001 SW Emkay Drive, Bend, OR 97702, fax (541) 
383-5531, or sent electronically to appeals-pacificnorthwest-regional-office@fs.fed.us within 30 
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days the legal notice appearing in The Bulletin.  Hand deliveries must be made between 7:45AM 
and 4:30 PM Monday through Friday, except legal holidays.  Electronic objections must be 
submitted only to the e-mail address shown above as part of the actual e-mail message, or as an 
attachment in Microsoft Word, rich text format or Adobe portable document format only.  E-
mails in other formats or containing viruses will be rejected.  Note in the subject line the name of 
the project and that it is an objection.  It is the responsibility of all individuals and organizations 
to ensure their objection is received in a timely manner.  For electronically mailed objections, the 
sender should normally receive an automatic electronic acknowledgement from the agency as 
confirmation of receipt.  If the sender does not receive an automated acknowledgement of the 
receipt of the objection, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely receipt by other means.  
Objections will only be accepted from those who have previously submitted written comments 
on this project.  The publication date of this legal notice is the exclusive means for calculating 
the time to file an objection and those wishing to object should not rely upon dates or timeframe 
information provided by any other source. 
 
Timing of Project Decision and Implementation: When the objection-filing period has ended 
and responses have been made to all objections by the Reviewing Officer, the Responsible 
Official may make a final decision on the proposed project.  The Reviewing Officer shall issue a 
written response to the Objectors within 30 days following the end of this objection-filing period 
(218.9).  When no timely objections are filed, a decision can be made on the 5th business day 
following the close of the filing period (218.11).  Implementation may begin immediately after 
the decision is made. 

 
For further information or a copy of the EA, contact Beth Peer (541) 383-4769 or David Frantz 
(541) 383-4721 at the Bend/Fort Rock Ranger District, 1230 NE Street, Suite A-262, Bend, 
Oregon, 97701.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

/s/ Bob Deane   
BOB DEANE   
Acting District Ranger   
 
     


