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  Forest Service Announces Economic Recovery Projects 
PORTLAND, OR – Chief Abigail Kimbell has announced the first set of U.S. Forest Service projects to be 
funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The first two projects in the Pacific 
Northwest are the Oregon Youth Employment Initiative Phase 1 and the Olympic Peninsula Structure 
Restoration.   

 “I am honored that the Forest Service will play a vital role in providing jobs for Pacific Northwest communities 
and performing important natural resource conservation work in our Forests,” Regional Forester Mary Wagner 
said.  

The Oregon Youth Employment Initiative Phase 1 is a partnership delivering a state-wide youth employment 
program focused on natural resource conservation and restoration on public and private lands.  The first phase 
will begin within seven days and will spend $3,250,000 in existing school programs followed by a summer 
employment program.  

The Olympic Peninsula Structure Restoration project includes painting, re-roofing and minor building repairs on 
four administrative sites and several recreational facilities on the Olympic National Forest.  The work will 
provide jobs for the various communities around the Olympic Peninsula in Clallam, Jefferson, Mason and Grays 
Harbor counties.   

More projects are expected to be announced in the coming days and weeks.  Information on the overall U.S. 
Forest Service role in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act can be found at: http://fs.usda.gov/recovery. 
For information on the total federal effort please visit http://www.recovery.gov/.  
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