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BLT* Project Aims to Sustain Healthy Forest 
 
Crescent–On January 21st, Deschutes National Forest Supervisor John Allen signed a 
decision to thin approximately 7,499 acres of forest at the Crescent Ranger District.  
Allen’s decision also identifies prescribed fire as the tool to maintain or enhance fire-
dependent ecosystems on 2,312 acres. 
 
The BLT Project is bordered by an active mountain pine beetle epidemic moving up from 
the south and down from the north in the Cascade Range.  Reduction of density in stands 
of conifers is the best method to increase forest vigor and withstand mountain pine beetle 
attack.  “The BLT Project addresses the broad goal of limiting large-scale forest loss to 
severe natural events of insects, disease, and wildfire,” says Project Leader Chris Mickle.  
 
Some of the BLT area is in important habitat for matsutake mushrooms.  The project was 
designed to balance short-term mushroom production with a long-term strategy to keep as 
many large trees on the landscape as possible.  The large trees are vital to the matsutake 
organism.   
 
In developing the proposed actions, Forest Service specialists traveled to mushroom 
harvesting communities in Stockton and Redding, California to listen and incorporate 
harvesters’ ideas into the project design.  Crescent Ranger District employees also 
partnered with the Pacific Northwest Research Station to incorporate the best available 
science regarding matsutake mushrooms. 
 
The 45-day appeal period began on January 28, 2009 and implementation is expected this 
summer.  For more information contact Chris Mickle at (541) 433-3216 or visit the 
website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/projects/units/crescent/index.shtml. 
 
*In this case, BLT stands for “Bunch of Little Trees.” 
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