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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release: September 25, 2008 – 8:00 p.m.  
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Fire Crews Make Progress on Wizard Fire
Camp Sherman – Fire crews from multiple agencies are making progress on suppressing the Wizard Fire burning approximately three miles north of the community of Camp Sherman.  The fire is approximately 200 acres in size and is 5% contained.

The fire started yesterday as a 30-acre prescribed burn in the Metolius Research Natural Area.  At 12:52 PM today, the Black Butte Fire Lookout reported increased fire activity in the area of the prescribed burn.  Gusty winds pushed the fire beyond the established perimeter of the burn north and east up Green Ridge.

The fire is burning on Deschutes National Forest land and is threatening the un-staffed Green Ridge Lookout along with radio repeaters.  Over 100 firefighters responded to the fire today, and 200 more are arriving Friday.  Fire engines and crews from multiple agencies along with contract fire personnel are assigned to the fire.  Air tankers and helicopters are also assisting firefighters in controlling the fire.

The Wizard Fire remains on the east side of Forest Road 14.  Fire crews successfully extinguished a number of spot fires that had started on the west side of the road, keeping the fire away from campgrounds and the Metolius River.  Fire crews are being challenged by the steep terrain on Green Ridge and limited road access to some portions of the fire.
No closures or evacuations are in effect, however fire and law enforcement officials are requesting that people stay away from the area at this time to allow fire personnel safe access in to the fire.

The weather forecast calls for cool temperatures this evening and high relative humidity, which will aid firefighters working overnight to knock down the flames.  Friday’s forecast calls for warm temperatures and calmer winds.
Fire officials and land managers would like to remind citizens that the calendar says it is the end of September, but dry, summer-like conditions are forecasted for the weekend.  Please be extremely careful with fire when visiting public lands.
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