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Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center
4550 SW Airport Way
Prineville,  OR  97754
_______________________________________________________
FIRE NEWS –Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center
For Immediate Release: 
Contact:  Media Desk,  541/416-6811    www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
_______________________________________________________
CENTRAL OREGON-Aerial and ground resources have been extremely busy this afternoon and evening battling the “Royce Butte” Fire on the Deschutes National Forest, which has caused the closure of Highway 58 and the evacuation of approximately 100 homes and 120 people from the immediate area. The fire is currently estimated to be approximately 600 acres in size, down from previous estimates of 1,000 acres earlier this evening. At this dynamic stage of the fire, it is difficult to know the fire’s size; more accurate figures will be provided once resources have an opportunity to ground truth the location utilizing tools such as GPS units and GIS mapping.
The fire, located approximately one mile east of the community of Crescent Lake Junction and Highway 58, started at 2 p.m. this afternoon. At approximately 4: 30 pm, a dry thunder cell passed over the fire area and winds pushed the blaze beyond existing retardant and dozer lines. A Type 3 Incident Management Team (Incident Commander Kevin Stock) was called in to manage the fire, which was exhibiting extreme fire behavior due to the very hot and dry weather conditions. The fire eventually spotted across Highway 58 approximately ¼ mile north of Crescent Lake Junction. 

Evacuations & Closures
Oregon State Police, Forest Service Law Enforcement and Walker Ranger Fire Patrol coordinated evacuation efforts, which included the community of Crescent Lake Junction, the Diamond Peaks Subdivision located just east of Crescent Lake Junction, East Odell Lodge, Crescent Lake Lodge, and all the summer residences at Odell and Crescent Lakes. A Red Cross shelter has been set up at the Community Center in Crescent.  

The Oregon Department of Transportation has closed Highway 58 from the junction of Highway 58 and Highway 97 northwest on Highway 58 to the ODOT maintenance station at milepost 61.  Travelers are advised that Highway 58 is expected to remain closed through tomorrow, at minimum.
Resources assigned to the fire during today’s shift included four heavy air tankers, a helicopter, eight engines, four dozers, two water tenders and three twenty-person hand crews, along with miscellaneous firefighting personnel. The Central Oregon Interagency Incident Management Team (Incident Commander Mark Rapp) will assume management of the Royce Butte Fire at 7:00 am tomorrow.  The Incident Command Post will be located at the La Pine rodeo grounds.  
Firefighters can expect another tough day fighting the Royce Butte Fire tomorrow, with similar weather conditions predicted by the National Weather Service.  A red flag warning for critical fire weather conditions is currently in effect through 11 p.m. tomorrow evening. 
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