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Lightning Storm Continues to Spark New Wildfires
Central Oregon – Initial attack resources remained busy today locating and suppressing new wildfires ignited by the thunderstorms that moved through Central Oregon Sunday and Monday. Although some areas received heavy rain with the storms, some areas received little or no precipitation. As a result, firefighters from the Oregon Department of Forestry, Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service spent the day working to suppress approximately 30 new wildfires. Of the new starts, two fires continue to burn.

Incident #905 was reported at 2:45 this afternoon burning on the top of Pine Mountain. Firefighters, with the assistance of a heavy airtanker and a single engine airtanker worked to slow the growth of this fire. At this time, the fire is approximately six acres and is staffed with five engines, a water tender and a Type 2 hand crew. The Pine Mountain Observatory is not currently threatened. 

The Sugar Pine Ridge Fire (#901) was reported at 1:30 this afternoon and is now approximately 40 acres. The fire is burning in a mix of sagebrush and ponderosa pine approximately 17 miles southeast of La Pine. There are no structures threatened, and a Type III Incident Management Team (Wells) has been ordered to take over management of this fire. 
The Mt Washington Fire (#601), burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness, experienced no growth and remains at approximately 110 acres. Firefighters will continue to work to confine the fire burning in an area bounded by previously burned areas (Lake George Fire and G.W. Fire) and rock.  

The North Pole Ridge Fire remains at 6,300 acres.  The fire, located 10 miles north of Clarno in the Lower John Day River, is still 80 percent contained.  Full containment on this incident is expected by 8/20/08.
Note: Information on the Summit Springs Fire Complex, the Snow Creek Complex, the Bridge Creek Fire and the Black Canyon Wildfire Use Fire is now being provided by the teams managing these incidents, and may be emailed out or posted on inciweb.org.
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