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Firefighters Continue to respond to area Fires
Central Oregon – Firefighters continue to respond to the multiple fires ignited by a lightning storm that moved through the area yesterday and today. Approximately 50 new wildfires were reported, with more reports still being investigated.  The majority of these new starts were quickly contained; three have grown into larger incidents. 
The Summit Springs Fire (Incident #792) has been joined with four other small fires and is now known as the Summit Springs Complex.  The Oregon Department of Forestry Incident Management Team 3 assumed command of the complex earlier today.  The fires are located over a large area between 10 and 20 miles north of Sisters, Oregon.  The largest of the four, the Summit Springs Fire is estimated at 1200 acres, and is burning to the southeast of Little Akawa Back Mountain. The 40-acre Green Ridge Fire (Incident #789) is burning in steep terrain northeast of Camp Sherman.  The Black Butte Fire (Incident #796), estimated at less than an acre, is burning on the west slope of the Black Butte summit.  The fourth fire is the Stevens Canyon Fire (Incident #788) located northeast of Sisters, and it is estimated at 100 acres. The Incident Command Post for these incidents will be set up at Sisters Middle school. 
The Snow Creek Complex started yesterday afternoon, is currently 350 acres, and is five percent contained. The fire is burning in heavy fuel approximately two miles NE of Crane Prairie Reservoir.  A Type II Incident Management Team will be taking command of the fire at 6:00 am tomorrow morning.  At this time, the 4270 road is closed at the junctions with the 46 and 40 roads, and Cow Meadows Campground is closed; however, other campgrounds including the Crane Prairie Resort remain open.  Approximately 90 firefighters and support personnel are assigned to the incident.
The Mt Washington Fire (#601, which is renamed from yesterday’s Dry Canyon Fire), burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness, experienced no growth and remains at approximately 110 acres. Firefighters will continue to work to contain the fire burning in an area bounded by previously burned areas (Lake George Fire and G.W. Fire) and rock.  

Yesterday’s two small fires burning in the Three Sisters (#727) and Diamond Peak (#724) wildernesses remained quiet today. 

The North Pole Ridge Fire remains at 6,300 acres.  The fire, located 10 miles north of Clarno in the Lower John Day River, is still 80 percent contained.  Full containment on this incident is expected by 8/20/08.
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