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Late Afternoon Lightning Causes Small Fires
Central Oregon – In the late afternoon lightning moved through Central Oregon as expected.  At this time the dry lightning is causing multiple small fire starts from south of Crescent to west of Sisters.  Firefighters are responding to these fires with initial attack resources.

Fire reports rolled into the dispatch center for fires south of Crescent around 4 p.m. this afternoon. These reports quickly were followed by reports of fire starts between Crane Prairie and the Lava Lake area, off of Cascades Lake Highway.  By 5 p.m. small fires west of Sisters on the eastern crest of the Cascade Mountains were reported.  All of these small fires were receiving initial attack resources in terms of crews and engines. 
As expected, compared to last week’s lightning, this lightning activity brought less moisture; however, the fire reports west of Sisters said there was some associated rain.  Fire officials expect additional lightning activity through the evening in Central Oregon.
The Mt Washington Fire (#601, which is renamed from yesterday’s Dry Canyon Fire), burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness, experienced no growth and remains at approximately 110 acres. Firefighters will continue to work to contain the fire burning in an area bounded by previously burned areas (Lake George Fire and G.W. Fire) and rock.  

Yesterday’s two small fires burning in the Three Sisters (#727) and Diamond Peak (#724) wildernesses remained quiet today. 

The North Pole Ridge Fire remains at 6,300 acres.  The fire, located 10 miles north of Clarno in the Lower John Day River, is still 80% contained.  Firefighters will continue to work to contain the fire.
A “red flag” warning is in effect through 9 p.m. Sunday for much of the Central Oregon.  The “red flag” warning is for high Haines (6) and low relative humidity.  A Haines index is a figure used to indicate the potential for large fire growth.  It is based on the stability and moisture content of the lower atmosphere
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