[image: image1.png]SRAL OR,




Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

                 4550 SW Airport Way

                  Prineville, OR  97754

FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release: August 16, 2008 – 7:30 p.m.  
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
A Quiet Day, Lightning Coming
Central Oregon – Firefighters experienced a quiet day and focused on continuing fires; however, by evening, lightning started to move into the Central Oregon area bringing the threat of new fires.

Compared to last week’s lightning, this lightning activity will bring less moisture and strike drier fuels.  Given these conditions, fire officials anticipate more explosive lightning-caused fires in the next few days. The lightning activity is expected to continue through Sunday.
Yesterday’s two small fires burning in the Three Sisters (#727) and Diamond Peak (#724) wildernesses were quiet today. Firefighters on the fires saw little growth in the 1-acre fires today.  Firefighters mopped up the small fire in the Ochoco National Forest in the Lookout Mountain area, approximately 10 miles northeast of Post. 
The new named Dry Canyon Fire, which is fire (#601), burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness, grew approximately 10 acres overnight and is now 110 acres.  Firefighters on the fire described the day as mild and received some rain.  Firefighters will continue to work to contain the fire burning in an area bounded by previously burned areas (Lake George Fire and G.W. Fire) and rock.  

The North Pole Ridge Fire yesterday did not grow today and remains at 6,300 acres.  The fire, located 10 miles north of Clarno in the Lower John Day River, is still 80% contained.  Firefighters will continue to work to contain the fire.
A “red flag” warning is in effect through 9 p.m. Sunday for much of the Central Oregon.  The “red flag” warning is for high Haines (6) and low relative humidity.  A Haines index is a figure used to indicate the potential for large fire growth.  It is based on the stability and moisture content of the lower atmosphere
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