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Firefighters Work on New Small Fires
Central Oregon – Today firefighters spent the day working on several new small fires in the Central Oregon area.  

Firefighters worked on two small fires in wilderness areas on the Deschutes National Forest.  A 1-acre “holdover” fire, caused by last week’s lightning in the Three Sisters Wilderness is burning in timber on the crest of the Cascades, 3 miles northwest of Devil’s Lake.  Six smokejumpers are on the fire, which they describe as “creeping.”  A second 1-acre fire, discovered in the afternoon, is burning in the Diamond Peak Wilderness, approximately 3 miles northwest of the southern edge of Crescent Lake.  Four heli-rappellers dropped on the fire in the late afternoon.  The cause of the Diamond Peak fire is under investigation.
In addition to the fires in the wilderness, another small fire is burning on the Ochoco National Forest in the Lookout Mountain area, approximately 10 miles northeast of Post.  Firefighters actively suppressed the fire during the afternoon and will continue through the evening.

The fire (#601), burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness, experienced no growth today and remains at approximately 100 acres.  Firefighters continue working to contain the fire burning in an area bounded by previously burned areas (Lake George Fire and G.W. Fire) and rock.  A helicopter is assigned to the fire to assist as needed.

Though the firefighters saw growth in the North Pole Ridge Fire yesterday, the fire was more accurately mapped today and is now considered 6,300 acres.  The fire, located 10 miles north of Clarno in the Lower John Day River, is still 80% contained.  Firefighters will continue to work to contain the fire.
A “red flag” warning is in effect for much of the Central Oregon area from late tonight through the weekend.  The “red flag” warning is for high Haines (6) and low relative humidity.  A Haines index is a figure used to indicate the potential for large fire growth that is based on the stability and moisture content of the lower atmosphere.  The Central Oregon area is also expecting some thunderstorms on Sunday.
#
#
#

