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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release August 14, 2008 – 8:15 p.m.  
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Wildfire Update – 8:15 p.m.

· The fire (#601), burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness, grew today and is approximately 100 acres in size.  The fire is burning in an area bounded by previously burned areas (Lake George Fire and G.W. Fire) and rock.  Though Forest Service officials believe the fire will continue to slowly expand and produce smoke, they are confident that firefighters can contain the fire to the north and the fire will remain a low risk to communities.  On Tuesday, firefighters conducted a successful burn-out operation on the north, which has assisted them in holding the northern perimeter of the fire.  
· Firefighters continue to work on the North Pole Ridge Fire, in the Lower John Day River, 10 miles north of Clarno.  With increasing heat and wind today, the fire grew 500 acres on its eastern flank toward the river.  It is now 7,200 acres. Yesterday, crews declared the fire 100% contained, but with today’s growth, the fire is considered 80% contained.  Firefighters used helicopter water bucket drops and 3 engines today to help reduce the spread of the fire.
· Firefighters are mopping up the Rimrock Ranch Fire today, which was located off Wilt Road, approximately 7 miles northeast of Sisters.  The Rimrock Ranch fire reached approximately 12 acres.
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