[image: image1.png]SRAL OR,




Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

                 4550 SW Airport Way

                  Prineville, OR  97754

FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release August 12, 2008 – 7:00 p.m.  
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
New Fire Burns Rangeland
Central Oregon – A new fire, named the Rimrock Ranch Fire, is burning in rangeland northeast of Sisters.
Just after 5 p.m. today, the Black Butte Lookout spotted the fire in Rimrock Ranch off Wilt Road, approximately 7 miles northeast of Sisters.  When crews arrived, the fire was approximately ½ acre and burning in grass and juniper.   The fire now is approximately 3 acres.  Crews are seeing moderate growth in the fire with isolated torching of juniper trees.  Firefighting resources include a helicopter making water drops, a tanker making retardant drops, 2 dozers, 6 engines, 2 watertenders, a 5-person handcrew and a 20-person handcrew.  In addition, the Sisters Rural Fire District is engaged in fighting the fire with state and federal firefighters. Crews will monitor and work on the fire through the evening.  The cause of the fire is under investigation.
The North Pole Ridge Fire, in the Lower John Day River, 10 miles north of Clarno, is 80% contained and remains at approximately 6,700 acres.  Firefighters will continue to work to contain the perimeter of the fire.
The fire (#601) burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness remains at approximately 68 acres.  Fourteen smokejumpers continue to work to secure the perimeter of the fire, but there is no estimate on containment. 
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