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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release August 8, 2008 – 4:00 p.m.  
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Fire Crews Continue to Work on Lightning-Caused Fires
Central Oregon –As some fires grow larger and new fires turn up, firefighters are working to both suppress and monitor fire activity from yesterday’s thunderstorms.
The largest fire, approximately 6000 acres, is in a remote area near the John Day River, about 10 miles north of Clarno, Ore.  It is burning rangeland vegetation. Firefighters are using helicopter water drops and engines to suppress it.
With assistance from federal firefighters, Sherman County fire officials are fighting a 2000-acre fire in the Lower Deschutes River, approximately 4 miles west of Moro. A previously reported fire in a remote area of Lower Deschutes River, approximately 10 miles east of Grass Valley, grew to 500 acres overnight, but is experiencing little fire activity following suppression.   
A 10-acre fire in the Mt. Washington Wilderness, visible from Hwy. 20 and the community of Sisters, is burning in green islands of vegetation on the eastern edge of last year’s G.W. Fire.  The fire was receiving helicopter water drops by mid-afternoon.
Thunderstorms continue in Central Oregon this afternoon, with a Red Flag Warning in effect until 8 p.m. tonight.  Firefighters will remain positioned around Central Oregon to respond quickly to any new wildfires coming from today’s thunderstorms.
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