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Lightning Caused Fires Keep Crews Busy All Day
Central Oregon – With continual lightning strikes across Central Oregon today, firefighters and fire dispatchers were busy responding to small fire incidents from early morning through late afternoon.  Since midnight, the area has experience over 2400 lightning strikes, with approximately 470 of those strikes hitting the ground.
Throughout the day, engines, crews, and smokejumpers traveled across Central Oregon putting out and mopping up multiple small fires.  All total, dispatchers and firefighting resources responded to over 100 incidents during the day.  

Lightning-caused fire activity swept across all of Central Oregon.   The majority of incidents occurred north and east of Prineville, in the Ochoco National Forest and private lands.  Multiple incidents also occurred between Wickiup Reservoir and Davis Lake on Deschutes National Forest.  Late in the afternoon, multiple fires on BLM-administered lands in the Cline Buttes and Lower Bridge Road area, north and east of Redmond were reported. No fires are currently threatening residential areas. 

Though significant moisture accompanied the lightning in some areas, other areas received little moisture. Firefighters expect additional thunderstorms and lightning strikes through late Friday.  If the people see a fire, they should contact 911.
A Red Flag Warning, issued by the National Weather Service, remains in effect until 8 p.m. this Friday for abundant lightning, strong winds, and dry vegetation.  
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