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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release August 6, 2008 – 8:00 p.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Fire Crews Respond to Lightning-Caused Fires
Central Oregon – Firefighters responded to a number of lightning-caused wildfire starts after thunderstorms traveled over Central Oregon today.  Line crews, heli-rapellers, and smoke jumpers suppressed over 17 small fires, all of which measured less than a quarter of an acre in size.

Heli-rapellers and smoke jumpers attacked several lightning starts in remote areas along the crest of the Cascade Mountains in the Deschutes National Forest.  In addition, engines and crews took on three separate starts located south of Cultus Lake, southwest of Crane Prairie Reservoir, and southeast of Bessie Butte on the Deschutes National Forest.  Engines and crews also responded to several starts southwest of the Mill Creek Wilderness in the Ochoco National Forest.  
A Red Flag Warning, issued by the National Weather Service, remains in effect until 11 p.m. this Friday for abundant lightning, dry vegetation, and the potential for strong winds.  Fire crews remain positioned throughout Central Oregon to respond to any new wildfires as quickly as possible. 

With the increased threat of lightning fires, fire officials would like to remind residents and visitors to continue using extreme caution when visiting public lands.  Vegetation in most of the region remains very dry.  Make sure to extinguish cigarettes inside vehicles and ensure campfires are “dead-out”.
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