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Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

                 4550 SW Airport Way

                  Prineville, OR  97754

FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release August 5, 2008, 7:30 p.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Incident 459, O’Neil Highway
Central Oregon – At approximately 4:25 pm this afternoon, a brush fire broke out in Crook County near the O'Neil Junction on the O'Neil Highway, approximately 10 miles northeast of Redmond and 2.5 miles southeast of Smith Rock State Park.  

Approximately 8-10 acres of sagebrush, grass and juniper were burned.  No structures were damaged, although some were initially threatened.  Responding agencies were the Crook County Fire Department, the Redmond Fire Departments, the Deschutes County Structure Task Force and the Bureau of Land Management.  Portions of the O'Neil Highway were closed briefly during the incident.  Crews were expected to be mopping up the fire until approximately midnight.
Also:  The National weather Service has issued a Fire Weather Watch for Wednesday morning through Friday evening for southern Washington and Central Oregon.  The prediction calls for abundant lightening over dry fuels with increasing moisture later in the week.  Wildland firefighting resources are currently at 100 % capacity and are being pre-positioned in advance of the storm system expected to arrive on Wednesday. 

To report a wildlfire, the public is asked to call their local 911 service.
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