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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release July 20, 2008 – 9:30 a.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Firefighters Make Progress on Juniper Canyon Fire
Central Oregon – Firefighters worked overnight to secure the fireline on the Juniper Canyon Fire burning approximately five miles south of Prineville. The fire is 40 acres in size and firefighters will spend today working to put out hot spots remaining on the fireline and beginning to mop up the interior of the fire. There is no estimate of containment at this time.

The Juniper Canyon Fire started in a motor home towing a boat and quickly spread to the nearby hillside on the east side of Juniper Canyon Rd. The wildfire briefly threatened scattered homes in the area, and Juniper Canyon Road was temporarily closed. Juniper Canyon Road is open today, although people should use caution due to the emergency vehicles and crews working in the area. 

Fire officials credit the successful action on this incident to the quick response taken by firefighters from Crook County Fire and Rescue, Oregon Department of Forestry, the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management. These agencies worked together using the Unified Command system to coordinate an effective wildland and structural operation yesterday that resulted in no injuries or structures lost. The fire remains staffed with engines from Crook County Fire and Rescue and the Prineville BLM. 

The Jersey Two Fire was mapped yesterday and is 479 acres. Firefighters made excellent progress holding this fire through the heat of the day and will continue to mop up any remaining hot spots today, with containment expected by 8 p.m. today. The cause of the fire remains under investigation. 
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