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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release July 19, 2008 – 10:00 a.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Firefighters Respond to New Wildfire North of Madras 
Central Oregon – Firefighters responded yesterday to a new wildfire burning along the Deschutes River Canyon. The Jersey Two Fire was reported at 6:15 last night, putting up a column of smoke visible to Madras residents. The fire is 640 acres and is burning in light, grassy fuels approximately 17 miles north of Madras near South Junction on the Lower Deschutes River. The cause of the fire remains under investigation.

Although cool night temperatures helped firefighters slow the fire’s spread, the challenge will be to hold the perimeter through the heat of the day. In light fuels like those found along the river, a hot spot flaring up next to the line can cause the fire to make another run. The fire will be staffed today with four engines, a 20-person hand crew and miscellaneous overhead personnel. In the event that fire activity increases, helicopters with buckets may also provide assistance. At this time, the Lower Deschutes River remains open for recreation; however, rafters should use caution when floating through the South Junction area.

Central Oregon has experienced several human-caused fires over the past weeks, and fire officials would like to remind people to take extra care when out recreating. Campfires should be dead-out every time you leave – even if you plan to return to your campsite later in the day – and it is illegal to possess or discharge fireworks at any time on Forest Service or BLM lands. 
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