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New Wildfire Starts South of Prineville
Central Oregon – Firefighters from Crook County Fire and Rescue, Oregon Department of Forestry, the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management jointly responded to a new wildfire that started at 2:45 p.m. on Juniper Canyon Road south of Prineville this afternoon. The Juniper Canyon Fire started in motor home towing a boat and quickly spread to the nearby hillside on the east side of Juniper Canyon Rd. Although the wildfire threatened scattered homes in the area, no structures were lost. Firefighters are reporting this evening that fire behavior is decreasing and the majority of the fire has been knocked down. The fire is currently 20-25 acres in size with no estimate of containment.

Juniper Canyon Road remains closed to the public due to the high amount of fire traffic. Fire officials hope to have the road reopened later this evening. Residents returning to the area are asked to use Upper Davis Road to reach their homes. Although the Crook County Sheriff’s department did not order any evacuations, residents choosing to evacuate voluntarily were able to go to a temporary shelter offered by the Red Cross at the Cavalry Baptist Church in Prineville, and bring livestock to the Crook County Fairgrounds. 

The fire is staffed with numerous resources from Crook County Fire and Rescue, six engines from ODF, the USFS and the Prineville BLM. In addition, firefighters received air support from two helicopters and the Central Oregon helitack crew, one single engine air tanker and three heavy air tankers. 

The Jersey Two Fire, burning in light, grassy fuels approximately 17 miles north of Madras near South Junction on the Lower Deschutes River was mapped today and is 479 acres. Firefighters made excellent progress holding this fire through the heat of the day and will continue to mop up any remaining hot spots tomorrow. This fire is expected to be contained by 8 p.m. on 7/20. The cause of the fire remains under investigation. 
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