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For Immediate Release July 15, 2008 – 2:30 p.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
New Wildfire Starts South of Bend 
Central Oregon – Fire crews from the Oregon Department of Forestry and the US Forest Service are responding to a new fire reported at 11:52 this afternoon. The fire is burning approximately 3 miles south of Deschutes River Woods and 1 ½ miles south of the High Desert Museum on the west side of Highway 97. 
The fire is approximately 15 acres and not threatening any structures at this time. The fire is currently staffed by one air tanker and one single engine air tanker (SEAT), two dozers, three 5-person hand crews, 8 engines and miscellaneous overhead personnel. Initially two heavy airtankers responded to help fire crews gain the upper hand. The Bend Fire Department is staged at the south end of Deschutes River Woods as a precautionary measure. The fire is burning in brush and ponderosa pine on Forest Service land. The cause is under investigation and there is no estimate of containment. Highway 97 remains open to travel at this time. 
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