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Campfire Causes New Wildfire South of Bend 
Central Oregon – Fire investigators have released the cause of a new wildfire that started this afternoon south of the Deschutes River Woods subdivision in Bend: an improperly extinguished campfire. According to the investigator on scene, the campfire was covered with dirt and left to smolder. High afternoon temperatures and light wind caused the campfire to flare up and start the 8-acre Weigh Station Fire. No structures were lost during this incident, and firefighters were able to stop the forward progress of the fire. Containment of this fire is expected at 0800 tomorrow morning. 
Firefighters will continue to work to improve the fireline into the night. Resources currently on the fire include the Central Oregon Helitack Crew and helicopter, two 5-person hand crews, 10 smoke jumpers, two water tenders, one dozer, six engines and miscellaneous overhead personnel. In addition, two heavy airtankers dropped retardant on the fire this afternoon to help firefighters gain control of the incident. Engines from the City of Bend Fire Department remained on stand-by in the near-by Deschutes River Woods subdivision in the event that the fire moved toward that neighborhood.
Campfires are currently allowed on Forest Service and BLM lands in Central Oregon; however, as conditions change throughout the summer, public use restrictions may be implemented when weather, lack of moisture and fuel dryness indicate the potential for extreme fire behavior. People recreating in Central Oregon should call local land management agencies prior to heading out as restrictions vary between land ownership and may change throughout the summer. Know before you go!
What went wrong with the campfire that ignited the wildfire today?

The party that had the fire thought they extinguished the fire by covering it with dirt. Unfortunately, this makes it appear the campfire is out, when in fact it is smoldering. A fire covered in dirt may not even be smoking. Hours later, when the heat of the day hits the area or the afternoon becomes windy, the smoldering embers can flare up and move beyond the campfire ring.
Tips to making certain your campfire is “dead out.”

· If water is available – use it! Slowly add water to put out all flames.

· Use a shovel and scatter, scrape and separate coals.

· Add more water until the steaming stops.

· Feel for heat by placing the back of your hand above the coals.

· If no heat is rising, feel closer to the coals.

· Keep adding water and stirring until all heat is gone.

If no water is available, follow the steps above using dirt. It takes a lot longer to remove the heat from the campfire with dirt, so be prepared to add dirt, stir and separate until the heat is gone.
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