THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE WARM SPRINGS RESERVATION OF OREGON
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AND THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Warm Springs Agency

PO Box 1239

Warm Springs, OR 97761-1239
Mill Fire Update

As of 2100 (9:00 p.m.), Thursday, 7/10/2008
Approximate start time:
1400 (2:00 p.m.) on Thursday, July 10, 2008
Location:
The fire started near the Warm Spring Forest Products Industry lumber mill on the Warm Springs Reservation. It then moved quickly north away from the mill, east toward the Deschutes River and west towards tribal Highway 3 near Warm Springs. It then crossed from the west side to the east side of the Deschutes River near Mecca Flat (approximately River Mile 95) onto Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered lands and other lands owned by the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon (Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs). From there it spread north and south along the Deschutes River.  It eventually spread up canyon to the east and south onto private lands protected by Jefferson County Fire District #1.
Size:
Approximately 1,800 acres

Cause:
 Under investigation

Containment:
15 percent
Vegetation type:
Mostly grassland with juniper-shrub steppe

Total personnel:
approximately 150
Threatened or damaged structures:
Structures were threatened at the Warm Springs mill and several homes were also threatened.  One tribal guest home and an outbuilding were destroyed on property owned by the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs on the east side of the Deschutes River.  Additionally, private farm crops were also threatened near Rattlesnake Canyon approximately 3 miles southeast of Warm Springs and approximately 7 miles northwest of Madras.
Temporary Closure:
US Highway 26 was closed for approximately 3 hours earlier today. It has been reopened as of 1900 (7:00 p.m.).

Resources:

The fire is currently being fought by 20 engines, three IHC crews (Prineville, Redmond and Warm Springs), four helicopters, one single-engine air tanker (SEAT), one air attack coordination plane, two dozers and an overhead team with members from Warm Springs, BIA, BLM, Forest Service and Jefferson County. Six additional Type 2 crews and five engines are on order and should arrive later this evening or early Friday morning. A structural protection Task Force of engines from Bend and LaPine are on standby and located in Madras. Also lending support and providing initial attack for Jefferson County Fire District #1 are two engines from Crook County Fire District.
Being managed by the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, the Warm Springs Agency of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Prineville District of the BLM, the Ochoco National Forest and Jefferson County Fire District #1. Structures are being protected by the Warm Springs Fire and Safety Department and Jefferson County Fire District #1. Other cooperating agencies include the Warm Springs Police Department, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT), the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office and the Oregon State Police.
Contact:
Clay Penhollow, Fire Information Officer or Ken Lydy, Assistant Fire Management Officer at 553-2413
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