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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release July 10, 2008 – 09:30 a.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Firefighters Make Progress with New Wildfires
Central Oregon – Crews on both new fires worked late into the night to gain the upper hand on two new wildfires burning in Central Oregon. A Red Flag Warning for low humidity and afternoon wind could challenge these efforts as firefighters work to hold and improve containment lines.
Incident #287, which actually started on July 3rd, but burned off of privately protected lands onto BLM-administered lands yesterday, remains at 4,500 acres. The fire is burning in grass, sage and juniper on the east side of the John Day River near Cabin Springs. Aerial recon this morning reported that the fire is looking quiet, and firefighters will continue to locate hot spots and mop up along the perimeter. The John Day River remains open at this time to recreation; however, helicopters will continue to do bucket work in support of the firefighters on the ground. 
The second start, Incident #320, was reported at 2 p.m. yesterday and was held at 51 acres. This incident is burning 2 – 2 ½ miles northeast of Prineville Reservoir State Park along the northeast end of Prineville Reservoir. Firefighters will remain on this incident, working to improve and hold containment lines. This fire currently has no estimate of containment, and the cause is under investigation.
In both cases, firefighters will try to improve containment lines to hold the fires through the heat of the day. High afternoon temperatures, combined with predicted extremely low relative humidity and wind, can create critical fire weather conditions. Any new fires ignited under these circumstances also have significant potential to spread rapidly. Extra care should be taken by people camping and recreating on public land.
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