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New Wildfire Starts at Warm Springs 
Central Oregon – Fire crews from Warm Springs Fire Management, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management and Jefferson County are working together to suppress a new wildfire that started just after 3 p.m. this afternoon. The Mill Fire started near the Warm Springs Mill and quickly crossed the Lower Deschutes River to the east near Mecca Flats. The fire has grown to 2,000 acres and has no estimate of containment. The cause is under investigation.

The fire is burning on both sides of the Lower Deschutes River around River Mile 95. One small guest house and an outbuilding have been reported lost, and a structural task force has been activated for any future structural protection needs. The Mecca Flat campground was evacuated and remains closed. In addition, boaters should avoid using the Warm Springs Boat launch as a put-in for rafting the Deschutes River. 

The fire is burning in light fuels on both sides of the river. Firefighting efforts are challenged this afternoon by steep terrain, poor access, and winds gusting up to 30 mph. The fire is currently staffed by the Prineville, Redmond and Warm Springs Hotshot crews, 4 helicopters, 1 SEAT plane, and numerous engines from all agencies jointly suppressing this wildfire.
Warm Springs Fire Management will have the lead for information related to the Mill Fire and can be reached at 541/553-2413.

Incident #287, the Deep Creek Fire, remains uncontained at 4,500 acres. The fire is burning in grass, sage and juniper on the east side of the John Day River near Cabin Springs. Firefighters will continue to locate hot spots and mop up along the perimeter. 
The second start, the Juniper Bass Fire (Incident #320), was reported at 2 p.m. yesterday and was held at 51 acres. This incident is burning 2 – 2 ½ miles northeast of Prineville Reservoir State Park along the northeast end of Prineville Reservoir. Firefighters will remain on this incident, working to improve and hold containment lines. This fire currently 80 percent contained, and the cause remains under investigation.
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