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                 4550 SW Airport Way
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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release July 5, 2008 – 11:00 a.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Central Oregon – Firefighters are continuing to suppress two wildfires reported July 3rd on the Lower Deschutes and Lower John Day River canyons. Although daytime temperatures have decreased, wind and terrain continue to challenge suppression efforts. Both fires are burning in light grassy fuels along the steep river canyons; as well as threatening agricultural fields on the plateaus above the rivers. The cause for both of these fires is under investigation.

The Sayrs Fire (Incident #291), started July 3rd  along the Lower Deschutes River approximately 8 miles north of the Beavertail Recreation site. This incident is estimated at 4,000 acres and has no estimate of containment. A Type 3 Incident Management Team (Wells) assumed control of the wildfire yesterday morning. The Deschutes River is not currently closed; however, people recreating from Beavertail to the mouth should take extra caution and be aware that helicopters may be using the river as a dip site for bucket drops.

The second start, the Devil’s Canyon Fire (Incident #286) was reported at noon July 3rd and is approximately 900 acres. Crews slowed the growth of this incident, and continue to make progress improving containment lines. This incident is burning 15 miles north of Clarno on the east side of the John Day River and is approximately 10 percent contained. 

Fire crews continue to make progress on the Jack Knife Fire, located approximately 10 miles southeast of Grass Valley. This fire is now 100 percent contained at 32,000 acres. The acreage increase is primarily due to better mapping, not additional growth on the fire. 
With warmer temperatures predicted for the upcoming week, fire officials want to take this time to remind residents and visitors to Central Oregon to be careful with fire. Light fuels such as grass and shrubs can dry out within hours after receiving rain. Learn about the restrictions for the area you plan to recreate in, as restrictions vary by land ownership. Know before you go!
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