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For Immediate Release July 3, 2008 – 19:00 p.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
New Fires Challenge Firefighters
Central Oregon – Firefighters are responding to two new wildfires burning in Central Oregon. Winds and steep terrain are challenging suppression efforts as crews initial attack these incidents. Both fires are wind-driven fires burning in light grassy fuels along the steep river canyons; as well as threatening agricultural fields on the plateaus above the rivers. The cause for both of these fires is under investigation.

Incident #291 started late this afternoon along the Lower Deschutes River approximately 8 miles north of the Beavertail Recreation site. This incident is estimated at 1,500 - 2,000 acres and a Type 3 Incident Management Team (Wells) will be assuming control of the wildfire tomorrow morning. The Deschutes River is not currently closed; however, people recreating in the area should take extra caution and move out of the way of emergency vehicles. In addition, helicopters may be using the river as a dip site for bucket drops.

The second start, Incident #286 was reported at noon today and is approximately 150 acres. This incident is burning 15 miles north of Clarno on the east side of the John Day River. 

Fire crews continue to make progress on the Jack Knife Fire, located approximately 10 miles southeast of Grass Valley. This fire increased to 20,000 acres in size this afternoon; however, containment increased to 70 percent. ODOT has removed the intermittent smoke delay notifications for Highway 97 north of Shaniko. 

The Murderer’s Creek Fire, located about 10 miles south of Dayville along the South Fork of the John Day River, is approximately 1500 acres in size and is now 100 percent contained. 

Fire officials want to take this time to remind residents and visitors to Central Oregon to be careful with fire. Even with recent moisture associated with thunderstorms, conditions in Central Oregon remain dry. For the upcoming 4th of July holiday: it is illegal to possess or discharge fireworks on federal lands at any time. As of July 1, 2008, use of fireworks on lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry is prohibited.
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