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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release July 2, 2008 – 12:15 p.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Fire Crews Continue to Contain Lightning-caused Fires
Central Oregon – Firefighters remain positioned around Central Oregon to respond quickly to any new wildfires started by this week’s series of thunderstorms. Approximately 20 new lightning fires have been reported over the past several days with the majority contained at less than 1 acre in size. 
The Jack Knife Fire, formerly referred to as Incident #250, located approximately 10 miles southeast of Grass Valley, is between 7-8000 acres in size and has no estimate of containment. The fire is under unified command with the Bureau of Land Management and Sherman County Rural Fire. While some fingers of the fire have extended down into the Lower John Day river canyon between river mile 60-70, the majority of the fire is burning on private land in and near agriculture fields. There are no closures along the John Day at this time. 

The Murderer’s Creek Fire, located about 10 miles south of Dayville along the South Fork of the John Day River, is approximately 1500 acres in size and is 60 percent contained. Full containment is expected the evening of 7/3. Approximately 100 firefighters and support personnel remain assigned to the fire.
Firefighters held Incident #234, located approximately 2 miles southwest of Maupin, at 600 acres. This incident has now been
 turned over to Juniper Flat Rural Fire Protection District. 

Fire officials want to take this time to remind residents and visitors to Central Oregon to be careful with fire. Even with recent moisture associated with thunderstorms, conditions in Central Oregon remain dry. 

Find out in advance what the fire restrictions are for the area you plan to recreate in, as they may vary between land ownership. 

For the upcoming 4th of July holiday: it is illegal to possess or discharge fireworks on federal lands at any time. As of July 1, 2008, use of fireworks on lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry is prohibited.

#
#
#

