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Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

                 4550 SW Airport Way

                  Prineville, OR  97754

FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release June 29, 2008 – 7:15 p.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Fire Crews Busy with New Lightning-caused Fires
Central Oregon – Firefighters were busy this afternoon suppressing 12 new starts caused by the thunderstorm that tracked from central and eastern Oregon up into southern Washington today. Most of the fires were kept under a quarter of an acre, while one fire west of Sisters reached ¾ of an acre and a second fire south of Dayville reached 1 acre in size. 
The storm put down over 800 lightning strikes in central Oregon and southern Washington and was accompanied by scattered rain. Fire crews will remain strategically placed around the area to respond quickly to any new fire activity from this afternoon’s storm. 
A Red Flag Warning for thunderstorms remains in effect for central and eastern Oregon through Tuesday morning, bringing the continued threat of new wildfires. 
Fire officials want to take this time to remind residents and visitors to central Oregon to be careful with fire, if one is allowed.  Fire prevention restrictions vary from public to private lands so know the restrictions for the area you live or will be recreating. For the upcoming 4th of July holiday: it is illegal to possess or discharge fireworks on federal lands at any time. As of July 1, 2008, use of fireworks on lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry is prohibited.
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