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New Wildfires Start in Central Oregon
Bend, OR – Fire crews are responding aggressively to two new wildfires, the Tumalo Creek Fire and Incident #205, burning in the Bend area. 

The Tumalo Creek Fire started approximately 5:30 p.m. and is burning south of Tumalo State Park and south/west of O.B. Reilly Road. The fire is currently 10-15 acres and burning in a southerly direction away from the park in juniper/shrub vegetation. No homes are currently threatened although steep terrain along the Deschutes River is challenging firefighting efforts. Numerous agencies are contributing to the suppression effort, including the City of Bend Fire Department, the Oregon Department of Forestry, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, Deschutes County Sheriffs Department and Oregon State Police. A Task Force has been ordered to take over this fire and the cause is under investigation. 

Incident #205 is burning approximately 25 miles east of Bend and south of Highway 20. The fire, burning in a mix of timber and sagebrush, was reported at 3:05 p.m. and is approximately 5-6 acres in size. No structures are threatened, and the cause for this fire remains under investigation. Initial attack resources on the fire include four engines, one water tender, one Type III helicopter, and one dozer. 
A Red Flag Watch remains in effect until Monday for scattered thunderstorms bringing the threat of possible wildfires started by lightning throughout central Oregon. As weather continues to become hotter and drier, residents and visitors are encouraged to be extremely careful when recreating out on public lands. 
For the upcoming 4th of July holiday: it is illegal to possess or discharge fireworks on federal lands at any time. As of July 1, 2008, use of fireworks on lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry is prohibited.
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