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High Temperatures Bring Fire Starts

CENTRAL OREGON—Along with the record high temperatures this weekend, several wild land fires have ignited in Central Oregon, initiating the annual start-up of activity at the Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center (COIDC). Fire-ready resources, including equipment and fire-trained personnel from the US Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the Oregon Department of Forestry and several contract resources, have been responding to the fire starts.  A summary of fires this weekend, all human-caused: 

Skyliner 2 – This is a highly visible 20-acre fire located on the Deschutes National Forest and five miles W of Bend (off Skyliner Road).  The fire was reported by 911 at approximately 3:30 a.m. this morning and is currently under investigation.  Resources responding to the fire include one 20-person initial attack crew, 7 engines, 2 water tenders, 1 dozer and 10 overhead personnel.  Firefighters are currently burning out a black line to nearby trails and roads.  Fire equipment is staged at the intersection of Forest Roads 4601 and 4606.  Forest Road 4606 is currently closed to public access.  No homes are threatened and firefighters are making good progress with this fire. Residents are advised that although this fire is highly visible from Bend, numerous resources are on-scene and have the upper hand on this fire. 

Lava Butte-The 5-acre Lava Butte fire started on Saturday, May 17 on the Deschutes National Forest just north of the Lava Butte Lookout and west of Highway 97.  This fire has been contained and is 95% mopped up.  A 20-person hand crew remains on-scene to continue mop up and patrol efforts. 
Incident #90-This 6-acre fire started on Saturday, May 17, on the Crooked River National Grassland, Ochoco National Forest approximately 10 miles W of Madras off Grizzly Mountain Road. The fire was started by a burning vehicle, which spread to the brush. 
Several additional smaller fires are also currently being monitored; an aerial reconnaissance flight is scheduled to patrol public lands in Central Oregon this morning. Residents and visitors are reminded to be extremely cautious with fire. The forest vegetation dries out almost simultaneously with the warmer temperatures. Today, temperatures are expected to be somewhat cooler (in the mid 80s) but relative humidities are low at around 15%.  
“Any place there isn’t snow, we could potentially have fires,” said Grant Kemp, Acting Center Manager for COIDC. 
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