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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release: September 17, 2008 – 12:00 p.m.  
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Fire Update 12 p.m. – Royce Butte Fire
Central Oregon –. Firefighters continue to work on the Royce Butte Fire that started yesterday afternoon and caused the closure of Highway 58 and the evacuation of numerous residences around Crescent and Odell Lakes.
Crews completed a dozer line around the fire; however, erratic winds today are causing numerous spot fires outside of the dozer line.   The fire is now estimated to be approximately 400 acres and 10% contained.  The reduction in the size of the fire is due to more accurate mapping of the fire today.
Highway 58 is expected to remain closed through today and travelers are advised to check the Oregon Department of Transportation’s website (www.tripcheck.com) for closure information about the fire.

The fire, located approximately one mile east of the community of Crescent lake Junction and Highway 58 started at 2 p.m. yesterday.  The fire cause the evacuation of the community of Crescent Lake Junction, the Diamond Peaks Subdivision, East Odell Lake Lodge, Crescent Lake Lodge, and all the summer residences at Odell and Crescent Lakes.  Oregon State Police, Forest Service Law Enforcement, and Walker Range Fire Patrol coordinated the evacuation of 120 residents and over 100 homes in the area.  A Red Cross Shelter for evacuees is set-up at the Community Club in Crescent.  

A type II team, the Central Oregon Incident Management Team, is taking over management of the fire today from the Type III team that initially managed the fire.  The Incident Command Post for the fire is at the La Pine Rodeo Grounds.
The fire is human-caused and is under investigation.
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