Deschutes National Forest Trail Condition Updates 

October 15, 2008
On the trail updates for this week, just a few reminders as we enter the second half of a great Fall trail month:

· Changes are in the air and recent snows at the higher and some lower elevations are the proof.  Watch your weather forecasts closely as you head out on the trails over the coming weeks and plan accordingly.  There's been several search and rescue missions over the past few weeks for hunters and other trail users who have made a wrong turn, became lost and end up spending an unplanned for overnighter in the woods and mts.  Shorter days with longer and colder nights mean plan your trip according to the shorter daylight and changeable weather.  For those that didn't know, we even had an early snow in Bend last week.

· Seasonal road closures will be going into effect as snow conditions dictate.  A few usual closures over the next few weeks include:  Hwy 242 (Mckenzie Pass west of Sisters), Hwy 46 (Cascade Lakes Hwy) from Mt. Bachelor southwest to Hwy 161, Road 21 into Newberry Crater from 10 Mile Sno-Park and Road 370 north of Todd Lake to Three Creeks Lake.  These are just a few of the more popular roads you can expect to close due to snow; some gated and some not. 
· Deer and other wildlife have begun to move around from the higher elevations to lower, crossing many roads along their way.  Add to that, lower light conditions and more night driving and the chance for unfortunate wildlife and vehicle encounters go up.  Remember to pay extra attention to unexpected wildlife crossings and adjust your speed for low light or slick road conditions on your way to and from the trailhead.

· Fewer reports regarding trail conflicts this year compared to '07.  Could be fewer trail users or could it be better informed trail users?  Be informed about trail etiquette related to each user group and share the trails accordingly.  Help each other have a good trail experience!
· A variety of volunteer trail projects are taking place across the Deschutes National Forest.  COTA (Central Oregon Trails Alliance) is hard at trail maintenance and even some new construction and a variety of nordic ski and snowmobile clubs are busy with preparations for the upcoming snow season on the trails.  The Meissner area trail expansion project is finishing up some details and winter warming shelters are being stocked with firewood.  Check in with your favorite trail club to see how you can help.  Also, thank any volunteers you may come across on the trails; without them many local trails wouldn't be to the high standards they are now.
· Last but not least, the Deschutes National Forest would like to say "Thank you" to the thousands of volunteers who have helped out in all aspects of the Forest's programs.  To do so, you are invited to the Deschutes National Forest 2008 Volunteer Celebration being held Tuesday, October 28.  Time and location are included on the attached invitation. Each year, tens of thousands of volunteer hours are contributed to programs like: Trails, Wilderness, Wildlife, Cultural Resources, Timber Management, Range, etc.  Words can only begin to express what this means to helping create strong Forest programs.  Join us if you can on October 28![image: image1.png]
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